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Sketching Raptors Workshop 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

  
     On January 20, visitors entered Classroom A to find the room 
filled with lifelike mounts of raptors. One mount depicted a Califor-
nia quail being chased by a sharp-shinned hawk. Another was of a 
great horned owl perched on a branch. A golden eagle mount, with 
outstretched wings, dwarfed the other birds on display. Artist Ian 
Factor welcomed participants in the workshop and everyone got to 
work sketching the birds. Curator of Art and Community Engage-
ment Andries Fourie also attended and offered help when needed. 
     Various art supplies were available 
for our use. Many attendees brought 
their own supplies neatly tucked into 

special cases. Others, like me, had the bare essentials, so we were grateful more 
were provided. 
     A variety of reference materials were displayed. There was a collection of bird 
wings, talons, and skulls. An articulated bird skeleton stood on a tabletop. We 
learned the basic form of our subjects by looking at mounts prepared by taxider-
mists. Though not available at this workshop, study skins, or museum mounts, are 
often utilized for research and artistic purposes. Photographs can help when you’re 
doing wildlife art and participants were snapping a lot of pictures. Reference ma-
terials are helpful in getting the details right and in understanding the underlying 
anatomy. 

     This workshop, like most hosted by the Museum, 
was open to people of all skill levels. Some attending 
the event were beginners, while others were more ad-
vanced. The artists drew the birds with a variety of me-
dia.  Several sketched in black-and-white with pencils, 
graphite, or charcoal; other participants added color 
with pastels and colored pencils. 
     Drawing from life can be much more challenging. 
When sketching in a natural setting, you have to work 
fast to capture the essence of the bird. In this workshop, 
we sketched a live red-
tailed hawk and great 

horned owl from the Museum’s collection. The hawk was quiet and basically 
stayed in one position. The owl was vocal and active the whole time. It can frus-
trate you when your subject doesn’t cooperate, but you have to learn to be flexi-
ble. 
     Participants were told to draw large shapes first then “carve 
down” to the details. After getting the basics down, Ian Factor 
advised us to capture the character of the birds. Character in 
this case is related to their adaptations for a predatory lifestyle 
and their individual personality. Wildlife Specialist Laura 
McWhorter provided many interesting life history facts on 
both of the live bird models provided for this workshop. 
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     Ian pointed out things each participant did well and areas that 
might need improvements. He was especially helpful to those 
new to drawing. Participants were enthusiastic about this work-
shop. In fact, one even asked if we could have this class every 
weekend. 
     Do you have any ideas for art workshops at the Museum? If 
so, please send them to Andries Fourie at 
afourie@highdesertmuseum.org. 
 
      

 

High Desert Museum Master Plan 
 

The Museum is in the process of revising their Master Plan. The firm involved in the origi-
nal design will be involved in developing the Museum Master Plan. 

 

Photos by Abbott Schindler & Siobhan Sullivan 

Illustrations by Siobhan Sullivan 

Sketching Raptors - continued 

A rough pencil sketch of a 
red-tailed hawk 

A finished pen-and-ink drawing 
of a flammulated owl 

mailto:afourie@highdesertmuseum.org
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High Desert Museum Area Updates from January 2018 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

Birds of Prey - The new mew building is roofed and 
framed so construction is starting on the inside. Due 
to the mild weather this winter, the birds have been 
able to do lots of training outside. Some of the new 
birds are being trained for interpretive programs. A 
recent raptor viewing field trip to Fort Rock was a 
huge success. 

Collections –  The new Manager of Exhibitions and 
Collections, Cindy Bradley, will begin work at the 
Museum on January 22. The Spirit of the West gallery 
will be closed for cleaning in the last week of Febru-
ary. The By Hand Through Memory gallery will be 
closed in the first week of March for cleaning. Based 
on the evidence, it appears a squirrel may have visited 
the gallery last summer.  

Desertarium - Volunteers are needed to help out on 
Free Days in January and February. The wildlife pho-
tography workshop lead by John Williams went well. 
He provided a variety of backgrounds in the Desertar-
ium area. Three of the participants were disabled and 
they appreciated being able to participate in a work-
shop inside. 
Photography - The recent photography workshop 
went well. The next workshop will be outdoors and it 
is scheduled for April. 

Silver Sage Gift Store – The napkins were popular at 
Christmas so now  the store has additional napkins 
featuring owls and other wildlife. They also have a 
cute little raccoon plush toy for sale. Scarves in vi-
brant colors are also available. A large book that 
highlights the work of photographer Edwards S. Cur-
tis is another top seller. They have a new High Desert 
Museum bag featuring  an otter on it for a great price. 
The store is gearing up for Free Day on January 27 
and February 24. 

Mammals - They recently acquired a gray fox that 
will be on display soon. Training for Wildlife Inter-
preters will be taking place February 27. 
Living History - Mining Day in January had 82 min-
ers. The Miller Ranch has been busy lately. They are 
considering having sheep at the ranch. Permits for the 
construction of the new woodshed have been ap-
proved. 

Admissions/Greeters –  There was good attendance 
at the Museum over the Martin Luther King Day 
weekend. Between 400-600 visitors per day attended.  
Gallery Attendants - Gallery attendants are encour-
aged to participate in working on Free Days.  
 
 

Kudos Korner 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

  
     Several staff and volunteers were thanked for their work in January. Laura Ferguson was thanked for fos-
tering a strong relationship with the Warm Springs Museum related to their work under a collaborative grant. 
She has put in countless hours traveling to Warm Springs for tours and other activities related to this grant. 
Andries Fourie was also thanked for his work on this project. John Williams was thanked for  organizing and 
managing a workshop on wildlife photography. Revenue from the workshop will go towards feeding  and giv-
ing veterinary care to animals in the Museum’s collection. Kathy Roberts was thanked for doing a great job of 
decorating and providing  snacks in the lunchroom. Alysia Wolf and Aron Smolley were thanked for provid-
ing one-on-one encounters between Museum animals and the people who adopted them. They accommodated 
three encounters in a day, including one drop-in. A special thanks for the new Blake Little: Photographs from 
the Gay Rodeo exhibit. An unknown man, dressed in cowboy gear, was seen viewing the exhibit and quietly 
crying. This type of quiet appreciation acknowledges how our varied exhibits touch the lives of many.  
 

Free Day at the High Desert Museum 

January 27 and February 24 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
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Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Lecture 
by Raven Tennyson, Newsletter Writer 

 

In the High Desert Museum’s January Natural History Pub Talk, Lee Foster struts his stuff and engages a 
room full of sage-grouse lovers with his presentation, “Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Threats and Re-
search.” 

Foster’s talk focused on the bird’s biology, conservation threats, and strategies for protecting the grouse.  
These magnificent birds live up to 5 to 7 years and breed in March and April in the complex sagebrush sea. 

Birds return to the same lek, or breeding ground, year after year. In some cases, there are records for the birds 
displaying at the same lek for more than 80 years.  

After the charismatic display season ends, the hens raise their 
chicks in May and June. During this time, the young forage for in-
sects for their first two weeks while the hens forage on wildflowers 
in the same area. After the rearing season ends in October, when the 
land dries out, the birds switch their forage to a strictly sagebrush 
diet. 

Sage grouse are excellent indicators of a healthy sagebrush eco-
system. The birds are relatively easy to count, their population num-
bers over time provide a good indication of ecosystem health. When 
habitat changes occur, these birds are quick to decline and slow to 
come back. So each spring, staff and volunteers with the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) monitor leks and record the number of birds present.  

     Foster spoke extensively of threats to sage grouse and named 
three major ecological threats that the birds are facing:  expansion 
of juniper, invasion of nonnative grasses, and wildfire.    
     In higher elevations, junipers are slowly displacing sagebrush 
habitat. The juniper encroach and gradually force out native 
grasses and sagebrush. The increase in juniper cover means more 
places for predators to 
prey upon the birds. Es-
timates show over 5 
million acres of sage-
brush have been lost to 
invading juniper.  

The second threat is the invasion of cheatgrass, a non-native an-
nual grass. In lower elevations, cheatgrass spreads quickly into dis-
turbed sites outcompeting native plants. Increases in cheatgrass in-
fested areas also leads to more intense wildfires, which can complete-
ly destroy sagebrush habitat for the birds. 
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     These and other conservation threats, along with a declining sage 
grouse population, led to multiple petitions to list the bird as a 
threatened or endangered species under the Endangered Species Act 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Finally, a federal 
court ordered USFWS to make 
a decision by 2015. During that 
time, many conservation plans 
were created. Foster likens the 
conservation efforts in Oregon 
to a sailing ship in which all the 
ropes must be working together 

for the ship to sail in a straight line. So numerous federal and state agen-
cies, along with private land owners and conservation organizations, have 
been working to keep the largest conservation effort in the United States 
moving forward. Though listing the grouse was deemed warranted, it was 
precluded due to other species’ needs. The bird was not listed in 2015 but 
will be reevaluated for listing in 2020. 

     Foster’s talk was well received by the audience and he held a 
Q&A session after the program to answer questions about the grouse 
and clarify points from his talk.  
     If you are interested in volunteering with the Adopt-a-Lek pro-
gram sponsored by ODFW, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at 
adopt.a.lek@gmail.com.  

Sage Grouse - continued 

 

Emergency Preparedness Training for Volunteers 

January 31st, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Sign up to attend on Volgistics or  

contact Shannon Campbell at scampbell@highdesertmuseum.org 

Photos by Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Nevada, BLM Oregon & Washington, Department of Interi-
or, Pacific Southwest Region US Fish & Wildlife Service, Siobhan Sullivan, & John Williams 

mailto:adopt.a.lek@gmail.com
http://www.hdm-gems.net/wordpress/?page_id=941
mailto:scampbell@highdesertmuseum.org
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 February  
3 Museum Workshop: Turning Trash into Treasure: Recy-

cled Cardboard Sculpture. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Members 

$15, non-members $20. Registration and pre-payment re-
quired. 

10 Museum Workshop: Starting a Nature Sketchbook. 10:00 
am - 1:00 pm. Members $15, non-members $20. Registration 
and pre-payment required. 

10 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00  pm.  

10 Off-Site Field Trip: Winter Raptors (weather permitting). 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm. Members $40, non-members $50. Registra-
tion and pre-payment required. 

13 Natural History Pub: Safe Passage: Roads and Wildlife. 
7:00 - 9:00 pm. Doors open at 5:30 pm. McMennamins, 700 
NW Bond, Bend. Free. RSVP. 

21 Museum Event: Malheur Reflections, Two Years Later. 
6:00 pm. Museum café will be open. Members $5, non-
members $8. RSVP.  

24  Museum Event: Free Day. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.  

  

  

  

 March - Save the Date! 
10 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00  pm.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 To RSVP:  www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp or  call          
541-382-4754. To pre-register: www.highdesertmuseum.org/
program 

  

  

http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp
http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/program
http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/program

