
Connection Points: Helping Volunteers Connect 
by Heather Duchow, Newsletter Writer 

 
     As volunteers, we can get a little set in our routines, seeing the same 
people at the Museum week after week. This is especially true if we al-
ways volunteer on the same day of the week. We may end up knowing all 
the volunteers from other teams who volunteer on “our day,” while we 
don’t know anyone who volunteers on a different day. Or perhaps we 
know everything there is to know about the carnivore interpretation, but 
we don’t know any of the volunteers in collections.  Maybe we know every 
item for sale in the Museum store, but we don’t know anything about how 
the badgers get fed.   
     We all have circles we move in at the Museum. It can be difficult to 
make a connection with volunteers outside our sphere. However, connec-
tions between circles can be useful, or helpful, or just fun.   
     One way to make connections is to share something interesting we’ve 
learned about another volunteer or another team. It could even be some-
thing that others know but is new to you. If you find it interesting, it might 
be interesting to other people, too. Jean Drzyzgula and I have been work-

ing on one idea to help volunteers share interesting points about other volunteers or teams. The first exciting 
step will be our “Making Connections” participatory bulletin board in the break room.  Look for it in early Ju-
ly.   
     Volunteers can fill out and post a Connection Point when they learn something interesting about another 
volunteer, a volunteer team, or a staff member. Make sure you ask the person’s or team’s permission before 
you share!  Each Connection Point has five areas to fill in:  1) Who is the Point of Interest about? It can be 
about an individual or a team.  2) If this is about an individual volunteer, what team is the volunteer on? If ap-
plicable, what day of the week is the volunteer usually at the Museum?  3) What interesting thing do you want 
to share?  4) Who is sharing? Who is writing up the Connection Point?  5) Please put the date on the Connec-
tion Point, so we know how recently it has been posted. The Connection Points have a small Velcro dot on the 
back, so they can be put on any Velcro dot on the board.   
     Jean and I will monitor the board regular-
ly, and we will remove Connection Points 
after they’ve been on the board for a while.  
Volunteers can write on the blank, laminated 
Connection Points with a fine point Sharpie 
marker, which will be available on or near the 
board. The writing can be erased with a vinyl 
eraser, so we can re-use the circles. Some 
Points of Interest may be published in the 
High Desert Voices volunteer newsletter. 
     The Volunteer Advisory Council has been 
thinking about how we can promote interac-
tions between volunteer teams. Jean and I 
hope this bulletin board helps a tiny bit. 
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     Pioneer Settlers of the Fort Rock Valley Panel Discussion 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

 

     Did you know Fort Rock, an hour southeast of the Muse-
um, was one of the last areas in the rush for land under the 
Homestead Act? Settlers were promised land with good 
rainfall and lush soil near Fort Rock. We learned that and 
other interesting facts in this panel discussion related to the 
new High Desert Dreams exhibit. Curator of Art and Com-
munity Engagement Andries Fourie led the panel that in-
cluded exhibit photographer Rich Bergeman, Alan Parks, a 
descendant of Fort Rock settlers, and Jana Kittredge, who 
does publicity and communications for the Fort Rock Valley 
Historical Society. 
     Rich Bergeman was intrigued by the collection of histori-
cal structures at the Fort Rock Homestead Village Museum. 

He decided to research and photograph the area. Fort Rock and many other small towns sprung up in this part 
of Oregon in the early 1900s. Hundreds of settlers rushed in looking for their own slice of the American dream. 
Settlers in the Palouse area of southeastern Washington state had been successful in dry land farming but Fort 
Rock was not nearly as productive. Many settlers had no experience with farming and moved away once they 
experienced the harsh realities. By 1915, only 300 of the original 1,200 settlers in Fort Rock still lived there. By 
1930, only 9% of those living there in 1915 still lived in Fort Rock. Several nearby towns no longer existed. By 
1936, the lack of rain, invasion of jackrabbits, rabid coyotes, and high winds blowing away topsoil, convinced 
more settlers to move. However, some stayed.       
     The Kittredge family, which Jana Kittredge married into, has 
lived in the Fort Rock area for five generations. Franklin Kit-
tredge and his wife, Mary Jane, moved their family over McKen-
zie Pass in the winter of 1892 to the “promised land” of Fort 
Rock. They moved into a ramshackle house with no water or elec-
tricity. Franklin Kittredge bought 640 acres near Silver Lake. 
Franklin passed away in 1899 and Mary Jane passed in 1911. The 
property was passed on to the family. In the 1950s, brothers Wal-
ter and Jack Kittredge decided to sell the ranch. They split the 
other land the family had acquired in Fort Rock and Brothers, Or-
egon. The Kittredge family continues their legacy today in the 
Fort Rock area. 
     Alan Parks told the audience how his family had settled in the Fort Rock area. They originally lived in Iowa. 
In 1920 Henry M. Parks lived  in western Oregon, where he worked as the director of Oregon Bureau of Mines 
and Geology. Henry visited Fort Rock to help verify if water for irrigation was available. They drilled four test 
wells and determined there was enough to irrigate 40,000 acres. The family moved to Fort Rock and settled 
down. With water readily available, the family’s plan was to grow alfalfa, raise cows, and produce cheese, 
which would be easy to transport. Then the crash of 1929 happened. The Parks family shifted to raising chick-
ens and growing asparagus. The economy recovered and access to electric power, with the help of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936, made life better for Fort Rock Valley residents.  

     But the fact remains that winters are cold and nasty in Fort Rock 
and summers are not easy either. Over the years, there have been 
records of 20 degree nights on just about any date in the summer. 
The cold temperatures are not good for growing wheat. You can 
grow crested wheatgrass if you have a huge number of acres. Cereal 
rye, considered a weed in other parts of country, grows but produc-
tion is light. Alan Parks noted it is a good place to grow alfalfa and 
they have as “good a hay as anywhere in the world.” They only get 
nine inches of rain a year and Alan said, “Sometimes it seems to all 
fall right when you’re trying to bail hay.” 
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     Fort Rock Homestead Village Museum was created to 
preserve the history of the homestead era. Frank and Vivi-
an Stratton had the vision to create the museum. Helen 
Harts, and other residents, collected information about set-
tler families. Homesteader cabins and businesses were 
moved to the 20-acre site, and the museum opened in 1988. 
It’s an interesting place to learn about local history. There 
is a self-guided tour and you can also book tours for 
groups. Select tours include the nearby cave where ancient 
sagebrush sandals were found. Descendants of settlers of-
ten visit the museum to research their family roots. 
Filmmakers pay to use the site. They love the “set” because 
it’s already set up for filming. For more information, see 
Fort Rock Homestead Village Museum     

     Panel members were asked what impressed them most about the settlers. The settlers persevered through 
tough times. It was a hard life in a harsh, windy, sometimes cold, and dusty environment. Homesteaders often 
had to travel great distances to get water for their families. Early settlers were determined and wanted to be 
successful. Though it might not make sense, people formed an attachment to Fort Rock. Despite the hardships 
and financial disaster, there was a camaraderie between the people that lived there. People are still slow to 

leave. Some lived elsewhere for a while 
then returned. 
     Panel members were asked what their 
favorite homesteader's story was. Rich 
Bergeman mentioned the Godon family. 
Bridget and Peter Godon moved to Fort 
Rock in 1911 with their five daughters. 
When Peter passed away in 1927, Bridget 
and two of her daughters stayed and man-
aged the ranch. They managed it success-
fully for 40 years and expanded it to 
5,000 acres. Jana Kittredge spoke of the 
sense of community. There were frequent 
gatherings and dances. Kids often rode 

their horses to see friends at the grange hall. Women met at the community club. Alan 
Parks recalled a touching story his father told him. A man with the last name of Harri-
son, who had only one leg, worked as a rancher northeast of Fort Rock. He used his 
horse to help him set gate posts and do other jobs. Harrison worked for a long time but 
eventually came on hard times and borrowed money from townspeople. He ended up 
moving to Los Angeles where he ran a newsstand. Over time, he 
sent money orders to people in Fort Rock who had lent him mon-
ey. He eventually sent the last bundle of money orders with a note 
that said they were all paid off and shortly after that he died. Fort 
Rock people have a sense of community and responsibility. This 
evening’s talk helped us understand why some of the settlers 
moved away and others chose to stay in a land that is both harsh 
and beautiful. 
     Rich Bergeman’s book, High Desert Dreams: The Lost Home-
steads of the Fort Rock Basin, is available in the Silver Sage Gift 
Shop. Portraits: Fort Rock Valley Homestead Years and other 
books are available at the Fort Rock Homestead Village Museum. 
 

 

 

Jana Kittredge, Alan Parks, and Rich Bergeman 

Black and white photograph by Rich Bergeman. Color photos by Heather Duchow & Siobhan Sullivan. 

Pioneer Settlers - continued 

http://fortrockoregon.com/index.html
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Ascent: Climbing Explored Exhibit 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

 

     Sometimes you may have looked up at rock 
climbers on Smith Rock and wondered what drives 
them in their quest to reach the top. This new exhibit 
helps answer that question. Ascent: Climbing Ex-
plored, looks at the history, evolution, and culture of 
climbing and mountaineering in the West. What be-
gan as scientific exploration, grew into an activity 
people take part in for sheer joy of the experience.  
     One of the first things you see in the exhibit is a 
journal entry from John Muir. Muir taught people 
about conserving wild places through his eloquent 
writings. In another section of the exhibit, the art-

work of Thomas Moran is featured. The paintings he created of Yellowstone in 1871 helped to establish the 
world’s first national park. The artwork and writings of early explorers were the “social media” of their day. 
Artist Sarah Uhl, also featured in this exhibit, presents landscape art that is a continuation of themes first pre-
sented by 19th century artists. James Lavadour, of the Walla Walla tribe, did 
the bold bright paintings of mountains near the exhibit entrance. His paint-
ings, and the clean lines of the exhibit, bring a modern look to the displays.  
     Many of the objects displayed in Ascent are on loan from the Mazamas. 
The Mazamas climbing club was founded in 1894 in Portland. William 
Gladstone Steel was one of the driving forces of the organization.  From the 
start, they have played an active role in conservation. The Mazamas club 
was also ahead of the times in allowing women to enroll as full members. 
As Steel said, “No climb is complete without them.”  
     One item featured in the exhibit belongs to the company founded by rock 
climber Yvon Chouinard.  In 1970, Chouinard purchased pre-made Rugby 
shirts and affixed his brand name onto them. You can see one of these shirts 
near the van scene. He later had great success with Patagonia, the company 
he created.  
     There are two large display cases that show historical and current 
gear used in mountain climbing. Some equipment has changed little, 
while other items, such as footwear and climbing rope, have changed 
radically. One of the most significant changes was in the materials 
used in shoes. Since the 1980s, they have become significantly lighter.  
     Climbers and mountaineers are always looking for new ways to see 
the mountains. In the 1920s, methods to reach the summit included 

using metal spikes, known as pi-
tons, into the rock. One of the 
hands-on displays shows protec-
tive gear climbers use to anchor 
themselves to the rocks. While 
pitons  and other equipment help 
make the sport safer, some prefer to “clean climb” without hammering 
things into the surface they climb over. The bolts cause damage to the 
rock from repeated placement and removal.  
     In the 1970s, climbers lives revolved around climbing. They preferred 
to free climb, using only their hands and feet. We called these athletic 
climbers “rock jocks” when I was in college. Climbers were often referred 
to as “dirtbags”. Dirtbags often lived in vans, such as the one in the exhib-
it, and some experimented with drugs. 
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Climbers are driven to reach summits despite the risks. As one 
climber quoted in the exhibit said, “It breathes life into me.” Climb-
ers climb for many reasons. The physical and mental challenges are 
just a part of the experience.  
     Certain locations, such as Yosemite and Smith Rock, are particu-
larly challenging and draw in climbers from all over the world.  The 
Yosemite Decimal System (YDS) rates the difficulty level on a scale 
of 1 to 5, with 1 being the easiest level. By the 1950s, this scale was 
further refined with the addition of decimal points and letters.  
     The first ascent of Smith Rock was made in 1935 by Central Ore-
gon resident Johnny Bissell. In the 1950s, national attention came to 
Smith Rock after Madras residents Jack Watts, and brothers Jim and 
Jerry Ramsey, established climbing lines on the peak. A 650-acre 
state park was created at Smith Rock in 1960 to conserve the site. 

Though many considered the various routes “climbed out” by the late 1970s, Alan Watts, Jack Watts’ son, 
started developing top down routes. At the time, they were considered the hardest routes in the world with a 
YDS of 5.14a. One of Watts’ routes was featured in 
1986 on the cover of Mountain, an influential climbing 
magazine, and climbers soon flocked to Smith Rock.  
     Rock climbers come in all shapes and sizes and one 
display features information on adaptive climbing. 
Climber Mark Wellman was the first paraplegic to sum-
mit El Capitan at Yosemite. Gear has been modified 
over the years to meet the needs of climbers’ specific 
needs.  
     A large climbing wall for kids is a popular part of 
the Ascent exhibit. The wall is for future rock climbers 
between the ages of 5-12. The kids I saw were thrilled 
to climb up the blue wall studded with colorful hand- 
and footholds. It was almost as if they were climbing 
for the sheer joy of the experience. 
      

Photos by Siobhan Sullivan & John Williams 

Ascent—continued 
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High Desert Museum Area Updates from June 2018 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

High Desert Voices Newsletter - The Newsletter 
Team will be taking a break for two months. The 
next newsletter to be published will be the October 
issue. When we return, we will feature articles by 
Jean Drzyzgula that will focus on the specific jobs 
and activities volunteers do at the Museum. 
Birds of Prey -  Raptors of the Desert Sky presenta-
tions have begun. Staff and volunteers are including 
several new exercises with the birds. Work on the 
new mew building is slowly progressing. 
By Hand Through Memory – Most of their days 
are fully scheduled. They are not currently on the 
daily schedule. The team is working on interpretive 
walks. 
Mammals - The High Desert Fish Talk and Horses 
on the Range talk are scheduled daily. They are 
working on incorporating more props and visuals 
into the horse talk.  
Naturalists –  They are “over the moon” happy with 
the new display table.  
Desertarium - A new curator was hired. Kelsey 
Yates begins work on July 1. She has a background 
as an aquarist and formerly lived in Gresham, Ore-
gon.  
Photography - The team is working well with Kari 
Mauser. She is making sure events and exhibits are 
well covered. She is also ensuring that the team 
knows who is covering what. The new communica-
tions manager, Becca Burda, will begin working on 
July 9. 
 

Gallery Attendants - They are working with a new 
volunteer and recently recruited another one.  
Admissions/Greeters –  The new computer system 
is working well. There have been days with attend-
ance over 1,000. On Father’s Day, attendance was in 
the high 990s.  
Collections –  They have been discussing the annual 
cleaning of exhibit spaces. They are considering do-
ing partial cleanings throughout the year. The team 
reminded people that anyone can participate in the 
cleanings. 

Silver Sage Gift Store – They have new fabric 
pouches with colorful prints that can be used as purs-
es or for pencils and small collectibles. There is a 
cute tin cup with a camera motif. A new hoodie for 
kids features a Bend High Desert Museum print. The 
store has a huge variety of finger puppets. A post-
card with a drawing of two otters is for sale. They 
are now carrying baseball caps with embroidered 
images of wildlife and flowers.  Cute ceramic birds 
would make great gifts. Spirit brand earrings are sell-
ing “like hotcakes.”  

Living History - The woodshop has been roofed and 
it’s just awaiting inspection. Three seasonal inter-
preters have started working in Living History. On 
June 23, crafts people will be at the Museum demon-
strating traditional arts including: musical instrument 
making, boot and shoe making, silversmithing, raw-
hide making, and saddle making.  

 

Kudos Korner 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

  
     Several staff and volunteers were thanked for their work in June. Siobhan Sullivan and Karen Von Clezie 
were thanked for the wonderful new newsletter header. Thanks to the VAC committee that worked on revising 
the requirements for the Volunteer of the Year award. Aldine Thornton was thanked for her great article 
about the field trip By Hand Through Memory went on to Chemawa Indian School and Hallie Museum of Art. 
Desertarium volunteers were thanked for stepping up to the plate after their staff lead moved on to another 
position. Kudos to all of you! 
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Lonza Vulture Ventures  5K run/walk was  a hit for the second year 

 

The High Desert Voices Team will be taking 

a break for the next  two months. See you 

in October! 

 

 
 

Watch for information about the date for the Volunteer 
Recognition Event that takes place in September. 

Prescribed burn on May 23rd was successful 

Photos by Abbott Schindler 
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High Desert 

Museum, Inc. 

59800 S. Highway 97 

Bend, OR 97702 

  August - Save the Date! 
3 Off-site Event: IN A LANDSCAPE: Classical Music in the 

Wild at PLAYA. 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Tickets $10. At PLAYA, 
47531 OR-31, Summer Lake. 

11 Off-site Field Trip: High Desert Landscape Drawing: Fort 
Rock. 8:00 am - 2:00 pm. Members $40, non-members 
$50. Registration and pre-payment required.   

11 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00  pm.  

17 Museum On-site Field Trip: Bat Walk. 7:30 - 9:00 pm. 
Members $5, non-members $10. Registration and pre-
payment required.   

25 Museum Event: High Desert Rendezvous. 5:00 - 9:00 pm. 
RSVP. 

  To RSVP:  www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp or  call          
541-382-4754.  
To pre-register: www.highdesertmuseum.org/program 

  July 
4 Independence Day. Museum closed. 

13 Museum On-site Field Trip: Bat Walk. 8:00 - 9:30 pm. Mem-
bers $5, non-members $10. Registration and pre-payment re-
quired.   

14 Museum Workshop: Sketching in the Hall of Exploration and 
Settlement. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Members $20, non-members 
$25. Registration and pre-payment required.   

14 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00  pm.  

15 Exhibit Closing: Innovation Lab: Design Inspired by Nature. 

18 Museum Workshop: Climbing at Smith Rock. 8:00 am - 12:00 
pm. Meet at Smith Rock State Park. Members $90, non-
members $100. Registration and pre-payment required.  Ages 8 
and older. Bring $5 for Oregon State Parks day-use permit . 

22 Museum Event: Race to the Finish: American Solar Car Chal-
lenge. 11:00 am - 4:30 pm.. Free. 

27 Museum Event: Art in the West Opening Reception. 6:00 - 8:00  
pm. No host bar. RSVP.  

28  Exhibit Opening: Art in the West. 

28 Museum Event: Lazinka Sawmill Demonstration. 11:00 am - 
3:00 pm. Free with Museum admission.  

31 Museum and Me. 5:00 - 8:00 pm. Free for individuals, friends, 
and family. RSVP.  

http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp
http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/program

