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2018 Volunteer Recognition Event
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

On the evening of September 17, volunteers gathered
at a Museum event to recognize their work over the past
year. Drinks were served just outside the entrance on the
warm summer night. It was a great opportunity to connect with other volunteers and staff. As everyone entered the Museum, slides of volunteers at work were
projected in the background.
Dinner was provided by Cody’s Catering on this special night. The dinner included barbecued meats, roasted
vegetables, green salad, fresh fruit, and cookies and
brownies.
Volunteer Coordinator Shannon Campbell welcomed the volunteers. She said that it was “a real honor to
work with all of you.” She mentioned an article that refers to volunteers as the ultimate in recycling. Organizations can benefit by refreshing, reinvigorating, and rejuvenating their goals through volunteerism.
Visitor attendance at the Museum reached an all-time high this year
and they could not have achieved that without the help of volunteers.
Here are some interesting facts from the past year. There were 213
adult volunteers working at the Museum. Ten volunteers went through
the Certified Interpretive Guide training this year. There were 33 new
volunteers who joined the Museum. The High Desert Rendezvous had
its best year yet. The Museum made over $500,000 from this fundraiser.
Teen volunteers were recognized for their work at the Museum in a separate ceremony. There are 32 teens
that participated in various areas of the Museum this year. The teens recognized this year were Gracie Piper
(Teen Volunteer of the Year), Jaxon O’Neill (Rookie Teen of the Year), Sienna Sweatland (Kids Camp Teen
of the Year), and Natalie Leufven (Behind-the-Scenes Teen of the Year). They were thanked for their work
with visitors to the Museum. The award winners served as role models for all of the teens. Amelia Crakes was
recognized for working over 500 hours in the past year.
Volunteers who worked a certain number of hours were given Milestone pins and gift certificates. Recipients this year included: five people with 1,000 hours, one with 2,000 hours (Abbott Schindler), and three with
3,000 hours. Gary Dolezal has worked 5,000 hours. Linda Meurer, Suzanne Staples, and Jessie Ryan Killbourne worked 500 or more hours in a single year. There were five volunteers who received a Lifetime Membership with the High Desert Museum. These volunteers have worked at least ten years at the Museum and
put in 2,000 hours or more.

1,000+ hours Nancy Haas, John Williams,
Dave Price and (not pictured) Darla Mercer & Kathy Spurlock

3,000+ hours Elaine Berry, Linda
Meurer, & Frank Graham

Lifetime Membership recipients - Joyce Kesterson, Ted Kesterson, Cynde Magidson and (not
pictured) Christine Moody & Abbott Schindler

Volunteer Recognition-continued

Three Director’s Awards were given this year. Nancy Haas (Admissions, Events), Sylvia Collins
(Wildlife), and Tom Lyon (Events, Nature Team) were recognized with this award.

Director’s Award - Nancy Haas

Director’s Award - Sylvia Collins

Director’s Award - Tom Lyon

The Seasonal Volunteer of the Year is Veronica Hudson. She works with the Wildlife Team where she
does raptor narration.
The Couple of the Year are Jim and Sara Langton. They work in By Hand Through Memory, Spirit of the
West, Nature Team, and Special Events. The two of them together have worked more than 9,000 hours at the
Museum. Jim and Sara have worked 15 years and seven months at the Museum.

Seasonal Volunteer of the Year-Veronica Hudson

Volunteer Couple of the Year- Jim and Sara Langton

The Behind the Scenes Volunteer of the Year is Karen Padrick. She volunteers in Collections.
The Rookie of the Year is Suzanne Staples. She keeps busy working with the Mammal Team, Wildlife (as
a raptor narrator), Silver Sage Gift Store, and behind-the-scenes.

Behind-the-Scenes Volunteer of the Year-Karen Padrick

Rookie of the Year-Suzanne Staples

The Volunteer of the Year is Sigrid von Hurst. She works with the By
Hand Through Memory Team. What others have said about Sigrid’s contributions to the Museum: “She has a long tenure as a volunteer and organizes famously wonderful field trips for her team and other volunteers. She is fiercely
loyal to her group and the BHTM exhibit. She represents the Museum superbly
in public and is most deserving of this award.”
All the volunteers were thanked at the end of the evening for their amazing
contributions to the Museum. Special thanks to all of the staff members that
helped put this event together.
Volunteer of the Year—Sigrid von Hurst
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High Desert Museum Area Updates from July, August, & September 2018
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

Gallery Attendants - They have a new volunteer
who is working with their team. The team met in late
August to discuss how volunteers can make the best
use of their time while at work in the Museum. Some
volunteer in more than one area.
Living History - Staff and interns have been busy
working at the Miller Ranch. They cooked food on
the woodstove even during the summer heat. Welsh
rarebit was one of the dishes they recently prepared.
Edward Jones rented the entire Museum to host their
members for three nights this summer. Work continues on the woodshed construction. The team will
miss Ethan Mark who left the Museum to work on a
graduate degree in astrophysics. After Labor Day,
volunteers will work from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
By Hand Through Memory – They are usually fully
staffed but some volunteers were absent due to illnesses or vacations. On some days, they have one
volunteer in the morning and another during the afternoon.
Photography - They are enjoying working with new
Communications Manager Becca Burda and Associate Editor Kari Mauser. Team members are being
kept informed on needs for upcoming events. Kari is
doing a good job of communicating with team members. Photos are not always seen by volunteers, but
they are used for obtaining grants, in press releases,
and in exhibits. Becca would love to see pictures contributed that could be used on social media.
Birds of Prey - Construction on the new mew building continues. The exterior siding has been installed,
painted, and approved by the county. A large quantity
of steel conduit was purchased to construct outside
weathering yards. The new mew building should
open by winter. The outdoor raptor experience was
shortened slightly to keep the birds cooler on the hottest days this summer. One of the Museum’s bald eagles had health issues and had to be euthanized. Staff
continue to work with Henry, a new raven, and hope
to use him in talks soon. Interns and seasonal staff
left after Labor Day and volunteers went back to
work. Most days have two volunteers working. Policies relating to work practices are being revised.
Naturalists—Everything is going well with the team.
Several volunteers took time off for vacations. One
will be going into “hibernation” soon when they take
time off for the winter.
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Desertarium - Kelsey Yates started working as the
new associate curator of wildlife on July 1. She has a
lot of good ideas and is also great at listening to input
from volunteers. There may soon be volunteers giving talks on Saturdays and Sundays. Kelsey was excited to obtain two new lamprey fish for the Museum.
Foskett spotted dace fish will be on display soon. One
of the fish tanks in BHTM is being renovated, refilled, and restocked. Bull trout, steelhead, and sturgeon fish will be featured in the tanks. The rattlesnake recently had a baby. It was about the size of a
pencil when born. It’s getting feistier as it grows and
in late September had two “buttons” on its rattle. A
new garter snake will be on exhibit.
High Desert Voices Newsletter - The team took a
break for the summer months. Updates and Kudos
from the summer will be summarized in this issue.
Collections – They were busy earlier this summer
unpacking the Art of the West pieces. There were
more than 70 pieces for the exhibit. The gallery they
will be displayed in was ready ahead of schedule.
This judged exhibit includes work by artists from Oregon and other states. They have been enjoying inventorying the Eva Chiles Meyer Historic Library.
Silver Sage Gift Store – They are selling a giant
“beer cap” that could be hung on the wall or used as a
serving tray. They have clever head visors that roll up
when not in use. Several books were featured including 50 Hikes with Kids: Oregon and Washington,
Legendary Locals of Bend (by volunteer Les Joslin),
and A History of Pacific Northwest Cuisine: Mastodons to Molecular Gastronomy. Additional new
books include: Be Expert with Map and Compass,
The Lost Art of Reading Nature’s Signs, The Barefoot
Navigator, The Natural Navigator and a book for
kids called Glow in the Dark Constellations. Beautiful glass dishes made locally feature the Bend logo
and other images. The store has a variety of stickers
available including ones for the Museum, the Pacific
Northwest, and of mountain scenes. Small paper napkins have sold well and the latest feature fall colors
and scenes. There is a Museum t-shirt and sweatshirt
with an otter image. There’s also a long-sleeved shirt
with graphics related to outdoor recreation. It’s getting to be that time of year when pumpkin-flavored
foods are popular. The Museum is featuring pumpkin
“poop” candy and pumpkin scone mix.
Mammals—Pitch, the otter, recently caught a bird in
their enclosure. One of the other otters caught a bird
several months ago. Nature is taking its course.
Page 3

Visiting the Ghost Town of Shaniko, Oregon
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

Stopping at Shaniko
I visited the ghost town of Shaniko, Oregon this spring. The
town is right on U.S. Route 97 and I’ve driven by it many
times but didn’t really know much about it. The 1910 census
showed its population at its peak level of 600 people. By 1911,
the population plummeted. It’s currently called a ghost town
but according to the 2010 census, 36 people still call it home.
Residents originally named the town Cross Hollows.
The first thing I wanted to know was where the current
name came from. In 1867, Oregon received a grant to build a
military road from The Dalles, Oregon to Fort Boise, Idaho.
Gold had been discovered in Canyon City and thousands of miners relied on small towns nearby for supplies.
Settlers traveled to areas that had previously been hard to access. They grabbed up large parcels of land under
the Homestead Act of 1862. One of the settlers was August Scherneckau, and he established a post office in the
area. Members of the local Wasco tribe had difficulty pronouncing his name and pronounced it SHAN-i-koh.
The name stuck. As someone with an unusual name, I can relate to that.
Boom to bust
By 1900, Shaniko was the center of production of wool, wheat, cattle, and sheep in eastern Oregon. The Columbia Southern Railway rail line, originating from Biggs Junction 55 miles to the north, reached Shaniko in
1900. Products from Shaniko were shipped throughout the region.
Incoming supplies included farm equipment, building materials,
fence posts, and coal and wood fuel. In 1901, it was one of the
largest shipping centers in the world.
The soil was not good for farming but it worked well for cattle
and sheep. Shaniko was known as the “Wool Capital of the
World.” It marketed 4 million pounds of wool in 1901. In 1903,
the Moody Warehouse Company recorded sales totaling over a
million dollars in a single day!
In 1911, the Oregon Trunk Railroad, created by railroad magnates, Edward Harriman and James J. Hill, began operating. It
linked Portland to Bend and fewer trains traveled on the route to
Shaniko. Business in Shaniko began to decline. Fires destroyed much of the business district in 1911. The Interstate Commerce Commission stopped rail service to Shaniko in 1943 and the population declined further.
Shaniko’s recent past
The Shaniko Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1982. Buildings include the Shaniko Hotel (designated in 1979), the Sage Museum, the Shaniko School, the City Hall and Jail, the
Wedding Chapel, and the Wool Warehouse.
Oregon businessman, Robert B. Pamplin, Jr., purchased the hotel and a few businesses in 2000. He planned
to renovate historic buildings and develop new properties. However, in 2008 there was a dispute related to access to water to serve the hotel and café. He closed those businesses, tried to sell
them for $3.2 Million, and later decided to pull them from the market (as of 2016).
Life goes on in Shaniko…
 The Shaniko Preservation Guild maintains several historic buildings and operates a small museum. When I was there, someone in my group found an old article
about one of her relatives who lived there years ago tacked onto the wall. She was
thrilled!
 The Shaniko Restoration Group works to restore historic buildings.
 If you peek inside the Shaniko Livery Barn, you’ll see a collection of antique
cars.
 Hundreds of people attend Shaniko Days in early August.
 There is an annual Wool Gathering in mid-September.
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Shaniko—continued

Photos by Siobhan Sullivan

High Desert Rendezvous set a record for contributions

Photos by John Williams

Kudos Korner

by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

Several staff and volunteers were thanked for their work this summer. Thad Grudzien was thanked for his
amazing leadership and friendship throughout the year in his role as VAC Chairperson. Julie Sturges was
thanked for constantly changing and improving the merchandise available at the Silver Sage Gift Store. Staff
and volunteers get “huge” compliments about the store. Joyce Kesterson has been working on improving the
volunteer photo wall and her help has been appreciated. Kelsey
Yates was thanked for formalizing plans on organizing and imHigh Desert Voices
proving the Desertarium area. She was also thanked for giving
great interpretive talks and for working so well with kids visiting Editor: Siobhan Sullivan
the Museum. The Mammal Team was thanked for doing a lot of Team Leader: Siobhan Sullivan
Writers: Siobhan Sullivan
teamwork this summer. They were engaged in a lot of learning Contributing
Proofreading/Editing: Phil Meurer
and support of each other. All of the volunteers were thanked for Computer: Ralph Berry & Siobhan Sullivan
doing such an amazing job at the Museum. Congratulations to Photographs: Todd Cary, Siobhan Sullivan,
everyone who received special recognition at the Volunteer & John Williams
Recognition event. The staff was thanked for the Volunteer Printing: Ralph Berry & Siobhan Sullivan
Recognition event. It was well done. Kudos to all of you!
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October - continued

October
6
6
6-7
9
12

13
13

14
16
17
19
23
27

Museum Workshop: Botanical Drawing Workshop with Rebecca Brown-Thompson. 10:00 am—3:00 pm. $25, members
20% off. Registration and pre-payment required.
Museum Event: Harvest Festival. 11:00 am—3:00 pm. Free
with Museum admission.
Museum Event: Fur Trading Experience. 11:00 am—3:00 pm.
Free with Museum admission.
Off-site Event: Natural History Pub: Cascadia: The Next Big
Earthquake and Tsunami. 7:00 pm (doors open at 5:30 pm).
Free. At McMenamins, 700 NW Bond St., Bend. RSVP.
Off-site Field Trip: Interpreting Climate Change for All Audiences Workshop. 9:30 am—3:30 pm. Free. Oregon Museum of
Science and Industry, 1945 SE Water Ave., Portland. Registration required.
Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Off-site Field Trip: Fort Rock Homestead Village Museum.
9:00 am—1:00 pm. $25, members 20% off. Registration and pre
-payment required.
Exhibit Closing: High Desert Dreams: The Lost Homesteads of
the Fort Rock Basin.
VAC meeting. 2:00 pm. All volunteers welcome!
Senior Day. Visitors 65 and older get free admissions.
Museum Workshop: Interpreting Climate Change for All Audiences Workshop. 9:30 am—3:30 pm. Free. Registration required.
Museum Event: Western Science and Eastern Spirit: Photographs of Frank Matsura and Edward Curtis. 6:00 pm. $7,
members 20% off. Café open from 5:00—6:00 pm.
Exhibit opens: Desert Mystic: The Paintings of John Simpkins.

27

27

Museum Workshop: Native Traditional Weaving with
Northwest Plant Fibers. 10:00 am—4:00 pm. $85, members
20% off (includes $20 materials fee). Registration and prepayment required.
Museum Event: Tales of Hallow’s Eve. 6:00—8:00 pm. $7,
members 20% off. Café open. RSVP.

November - Save the Date!
1
3
8
10
10
13

15

20
20
22

Winter hours begin. 10:00 am—4:00pm.
Museum Workshop: Museum Geocache. 10:30 am—12:00
pm. $15, members 20% off. RSVP.
Museum Event: A Conversation with Artist John Simpkins.
6:00—7:30 pm. $7, members 20% off. Café open from
5:00—6:00 pm. RSVP.
Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Museum Event: Mining Day. 11:00 am—3:00 pm. Museum admission plus $2 per miner.
Off-site Event: Natural History Pub: Of Birds and Bugs:
Sage Grouse and West Nile Virus. 7:00 pm (doors open at
5:30 pm). Free. At McMenamins, 700 NW Bond St., Bend.
RSVP.
Museum Event: From Guangdong to Oregon: The Archaeology of Oregon’s Chinese Immigrant Diaspora. 6:00 pm.
$7, members 20% off. Café open from 5:00—6:00 pm.
RSVP.
VAC meeting. 2:00 pm. All volunteers welcome!
Museum Event: Common Ground: People and Predators.
6:00 pm (doors open at 5:30 pm). $7, members 20% off.
RSVP.
Museum Closed. Happy Thanksgiving.
To RSVP: www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp or call
541-382-4754.
To pre-register: www.highdesertmuseum.org/program

