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Still Here: Native Artists Reflection on their Art and Heritage 
by Raven Tennyson, Newsletter Writer 

 
     The Museum hosted three Warm Springs tribal women: Kelly 
Palmer, Roberta Kirk, and Marge Kalama. They shared their art expe-
riences during a panel discussion lead by Laura Ferguson, Curator of 
Western History, and Andries Fourie, Curator of Art and Community 
Engagement. 
     Palmer is of Warm Springs, Shoshoni, Wasco, Pauite, Yakima, and 
Hoopa tribal ancestry and she shared cornhusk bags made by her 
mother and grandmother with the audience. She makes corn husks 
bags and teaches basketry at the Warm Springs Reservation. 
     Kirk is of Wasco, Warm Springs, and Dine ancestry and is a self-

taught bead artist who started creating small items before making time honored dress clothing that she and her 
relatives wear in the longhouse for traditional feasts. 
     Kalama is of Warm Springs ancestry and she’s also a beader like Kirk. Each piece she creates tells a de-
tailed story in an exquisite, painterly way. She creates extremely detailed tapestries so her children will return 
to view her work to better understand her. Kalama reflects on the Edward S. Curtis photographs seeking the 
stories of the women that are portrayed. 
     Each artist learned their art form in a unique manner. Palmer learned weaving from her mother. After sev-
eral weeks in a class taught by her mother, Palmer said, “I fell in love with it so much, for a while, I even grew 
corn to use in my baskets.”   
     Kirk watched her sisters do beadwork but ultimately taught herself how to make dresses and clothes for her 
children. She became a curator at the National Museum of the American Indian where she was exposed to 
beadwork from many tribal influences. While there Kirk decided she wanted her work to be of museum quali-
ty which she could pass on to her relatives.  “I wanted to get good,” she said. 
     Kalama’s skill was passed on to her by her mother. Initially Kalama was shown loom work and the peyote 
stitch in high school. 
     During the panel discussion. The women were asked questions by the Museum’s curators. “Why is Indige-
nous art important in our modern globalized world?” Fourie asked. 
     “I teach in hopes that someone will carry on my art form,” said Palmer. “I would like to see videos made of 
this art form as it is a lot harder than it looks.” 
     “The artwork that we do is important to our people cause it shows our identity. My dress shows that I am 
from the Columbia Plateau. The designs are all traditional.” She showed a bag to the audience that depicted a 
Wasco floral design. “Our artwork defines who we are,” Kirk said. 
     “We at Warm Springs are trying to do the Plateau designs, mak-
ing it more versatile and diverse,” said Kalama.  “It used to be, the 
tribes were able to determine what part of the country the beadwork 
came from. We are trying to get back to that.” 
      “What inspires your art?” Ferguson asked. 
     “My inspiration for my art is basically myself. Whatever I see. 
Whatever I feel at that moment. What colors look good together. 
More of the love of the basket is what I am trying to get at. I work on 
a basket cause I love to work on the basket.” Palmer said. 
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      “Just trying to follow in our ancestors footsteps inspires me. But 
my greatest inspiration is to be able to hand things down to my 
granddaughters. I want to pass things on to them,“ Kirk stated. 
     Kalama is also inspired by her ancestor’s work. “Through my 
great grandmother’s work, I was able to pick up that teaching.” She 
spoke of a specific border design that was on her grandmother’s 
work that she was able to recreate. 
     “Through my work, I leave footprints behind so my children can 
follow that, so they are not lost.” 
     Photos taken by Edward S. Curtis depicting Native women’s 

work continue to be valued today. Fourie expressed an appreciation and value for these women’s work. “As 
globalization happens, like McDonalds, where things start to look similar, it is really valuable that you are 
making objects that are so closely identified with the place you live, and that the objects are made by hand with 
love and reverence. There is an enormous value in that.” 

Holiday Luncheon & Cookie/White Elephant Exchange 

Native Artists—continued 
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Introducing Jean Drzyzgula, Wildlife Volunteer & VAC Vice Chair 
by Dave Gilbert, Newsletter Writer 

 

     Want to brighten your day? 
     Just sit down and talk to Jean Drzyzgula.  Her laugh alone will do 
the trick.  She laughs often, with gusto, uninhibited. 
     Jean pronounces her name Driz-gūla.  Though when Polish people 
say it, the name slurs with added sounds, she said, laughing. 
     Jean has been a Wildlife Department volunteer since 2016, and she 
is a member of the Volunteer Advisory Council. 
     “They needed somebody,” she says. “When no one else moved for-
ward, I told myself ‘I can do this.’” 
     Her pale, round face is animated and topped with a crop of neatly 
combed black hair, longer on top, more fuzzy on the sides. 
     “It used to be this long,” she says, holding her hand near her shoul-

der.  Yes, and she laughs.  Her clothes are casual, utilitarian.  The pants have a hammer loop and pencil pock-
ets on the sides. 

Jean was born 27 years ago in Gaithersburg, Maryland, a suburb of the nation’s capital.  She’s the only 
child of Bob and Cathy Drzyzgula. 

Bob worked for the Federal Reserve for 30 years.  Cathy was an economist with deep interest in historical 
preservation. 

Frustrated by what Jean calls the “Old Boys Club” that ran the town, Cathy ran for city council, won, and 
served eight years. 

Jean attended public schools in Gaithersburg for four years.  It didn’t go well.  Turns out, she was a gifted 
student with learning disabilities and attention deficit problems.  The schools didn’t know how to handle that. 

“I couldn’t sit still,” Jean says.  “I spent a lot of time in the office.”  Her laughter carries a slightly rueful 
tone.  She became increasingly isolated. 

Her parents pulled her out of public schools, opting for the home-schooling community in the D.C. areas.  
“I found my first real friends,” Jean says. 

“I still have problems,” Jean says, “It’s something I have to work through, work around.” 
 The students took a lot of field trips to many museums, of course, but also to Civil War battlefields, a coal 

quarry, and a sewage treatment plant.  Each year the students were evaluated to make sure their education was 
on track. 

Jean graduated at 17 while simultaneously taking courses from Montgomery County Community College.  
She continued her education at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, one of the finest small liberal arts colleges in 
the country. 

Museums were in Jean’s blood. Ultimately she earned a Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and Museum 
Studies.  Along the way, she volunteered at museums, loaded delivery trucks for UPS, and worked at a pet 
store. 

She did an anthropology project on the LGBT community, of which she is a member.  She became a sexu-
al-assault first responder, helping victims by advocating on their behalf. 

 “It was hard,” she says, “Very hard.  But you learn who you are.” 
After graduation Jean volunteered at the Baltimore Aquarium, where she did exhibit maintenance. 

     On the side, she says, “I bred axolotls.”   
     What are axolotls? She explained: these “amazing animals” are Mexican salamanders that never go 
through metamorphosis, so they stay aquatic all their lives. They are extremely important to science, she says, 
because of their regenerative capabilities.  
     “If they have their brain and enough organs intact,” Jean says, “they will regenerate most of their bodies.”  
She holds up her cell phone showing a photo of an axolotl. 
     Jean helped meet research needs by selling her baby axolotls to a company called Aquapharm. 
     Her interest was sparked when a college girlfriend gave her a baby axolotl. 
     When Jean’s parents retired and moved to Redmond, she also decided to make the move.  She sent her ax-
olotl to a friend in Portland, but it did not survive the trip.  “I miss them,” Jean says, “but I didn’t want to start 
over.” 
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     When she knew she was moving to Redmond, Jean contacted the High Desert Museum.  A day after her 
cross-country drive, she began orientation.  Then she got sick with endometriosis, which causes debilitating 
pain. 
     “I was basically unemployed from November 2016 to early 2018. 
     Today, however, she puts in about 20 hours a week mostly in the Desertarium. That means “a lot of clean-
ing, a lot of scrubbing, food preparation and feeding, construction….” 
     She’s taken particular interest in training reptiles.  How do you train a reptile?  “Food,” Jean says emphati-
cally, and laughs. 
     There’s a creative side to Jean’s life centered around what she calls “historic crafts.”  They include spin-
ning, weaving, leatherwork, woodcarving….  The list is long. “Batik is probably what I’ve done most,” she 
says. 
     As part of her education, Jean spent hundreds of hours touring some of the finest museums in the country.  
She says “the programs here are just as good…even better.”  

Kudos Korner 
by Dave Price, VAC Secretary 

  
     Several staff and volunteers were thanked for their work in December. Shannon Campbell and Erica Pelley 
were recognized for organizing a wonderful Holiday party for Museum volunteers. It was a fun get together!  
Thad Grudzien thanked the Naturalist team for covering his nature walks while he was on vacation. Emily 
Agan was thanked for organizing the Living History loft area. Kudos to all of you! 

High Desert Museum Area Updates from December 2018 
by Dave Price, VAC Secretary 

By Hand Through Memory – The BHTM team had 
its second meeting with Laura Ferguson.  The meet-
ing was very productive.  The team will continue to 
meet with Laura on a regular basis.  
Collections – Jean Bennett has replaced Nancy Hor-
ton as the collection team’s VAC representative.  The 
team is now putting together an art exhibit highlight-
ing the work of Rick Barstow.  The Museum has a 
very interesting video of Barstow creating a pastel 
drawing.  The team has also begun a long-term pro-
ject to inspect and catalog the Museum’s entire col-
lection of artifacts.  
Birds of Prey - The BOP team has two new birds; a 
barred owl named  Number Two and a gyrfalcon 
named Granite.  The gyrfalcon is a retired falconry 
bird and is very comfortable around people.  The inte-
rior of the new mew is almost finished.  Most of the 
work is now being done on the exterior of the build-
ing.  Hopefully, it will be done before winter weather 
becomes severe.  Also, the team is looking forward to 
having the new staff position filled.  
Living History - The Father Christmas events went 
very well.  Emily Agan, who was a summer intern 
this year, has now been hired as a full-time living his-
tory interpreter.  Emily has been cleaning and organ-
izing the living history loft.  
Photography - The photography team may soon have 
a new member.  The team is planning a meeting in 
January. 

Silver Sage Trading Center – A basket of items 
from the store was passed around.  The items includ-
ed a jump rope, a compact disc with Holiday music, 
several books about diversity, and a winter/snow 
book for young children.  
Admissions/Greeters –  Marge reported that the Mu-
seum had over 11,500 visitors in November and 
that  admissions revenue for the month was $58,000; 
20% above budget for the month.  Also, the Museum 
had over 900 visitors the day after Thanksgiving.  The 
visitor count is low so far this month. However, it is 
expected to increase during the latter half of the 
month.  In addition, gift memberships have been in 
high demand this month.  Approximately 300 mem-
bers signed up to attend Membership Night. However, 
only about 250 showed up … probably due to snowy 
weather.  Finally, the Altru system was not processing 
admissions or store receipts for a time last week.  It 
should be fixed by now. 
Desertarium - The Museum’s baby rattlesnake has 
now shed its skin for the third time.  Also, the dai-
ly Desertarium program has been put on hold while 
the animals are being trained to voluntarily interact 
with visitors.  This training is important for the ani-
mals’ welfare.  
Naturalists – The Naturalist team is fully staffed and 
everything is going well.  
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2018: The Year in Review 

Father Christmas 

By Hand Through Memory Field Trip 

Survive the Oregon Trail Event 

Volunteer Recognition Event 

Volunteer Recognition Event 

Volunteer of the Year— 
Sigrid von Hurst  

High Desert Rendezvous  

Harvest Day 

All Hallows Eve 

High Desert Rendezvous  
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High Desert 

Museum, Inc. 

59800 S. Highway 97 

Bend, OR 97702 

 February - Save the Date!  

2 Museum Workshop: Kid-Friendly Self-Portrait Workshop.  
10:00 am—3:00 pm. $20, members 20% off. Registration and 
pre-payment required. 

2 Museum Workshop: Nest Box Workshop. 10:30 am—1:00 pm. 
$50, members 20% off. Registration and pre-payment required. 

9 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am—2:00  pm. 

12 Off-site Event: Natural History Pub: The Human Dimensions 
of Climate Change.7:00 pm (doors open at 5:30 pm). Free. At 
McMenamins, 700 NW Bond St., Bend. RSVP. 

16 Museum Event: 19th Century Making and Mending. 11:00 
am—3:00 pm. Free with Museum admission.  

16 Off-site Field Trip: Winter Raptors (Weather Permitting). 
8:00 am—3:00 pm. $50, members 20% off. Registration and 
pre-payment required. 

17 Exhibit Closing. Desert Mystic: The Paintings of John Simpkins. 

21 Museum Event: Art as a Means of Overcoming Trauma: 
PTSD and the Work of Rick Bartow. 6:00—7:00 pm. $7, mem-
bers 20% off, veterans 10% off. Registration and pre-payment 
required. 

23 Free Day. 10:00 am—4:00  pm. 

  
 To RSVP:  www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp  

or call 541-382-4754.  
To pre-register: www.highdesertmuseum.org/program  

  

 January  

8 Off-site Event: Natural History Pub: The Spread of Juni-
per.7:00 pm (doors open at 5:30 pm). Free. At McMenamins, 
700 NW Bond St., Bend. RSVP. 

10 Museum Event: The Beavers Believers Film screening. Doors 
open at 6:00 p.m. Film starts at 7:00 p.m. Event ends at 
8:45 p.m. No-host bar. Museum café will be open from 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. $10, Members 20% off.  

12 Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am—2:00  pm. 

15 VAC meeting. 2:00 pm. All volunteers welcome! 
16 Museum Event: Common Ground: Our Role in Stewarding 

our Natural Resources. 6:00 pm. $7, members 20% off. 
Doors open at 5:30 pm. Registration and pre-payment re-
quired.  

19 Off-site Field Trip: Winter Raptors (Weather Permitting). 
8:00 am—3:00 pm. $50, members 20% off. Registration and 
pre-payment required. 

19 Museum Event: Museum & Me. 4:00—7:00 pm. Free for 
individuals, friends, & family. RSVP. 

19 Museum Event: Mining Day. 11:00 am—3:00 pm. Museum 
admission plus $2 per miner. 

20 Exhibit Closing. By Her Hand: Native American Women, 
Their Art, and the Photographs of Edward S. Curtis. 

24 Members Exhibit Preview: Rick Bartow: Things You Know 
But Cannot Explain. 5:30—7:30 pm. Members free, guests 
$5. Hors d’oeuvres, no host bar. RSVP. 

26 Free Day. 10:00 am—4:00  pm. 

26 Exhibit Opening. Rick Bartow: Things You Know But Can-
not Explain.  

31 Museum Event: The World of Rick Bartow. 6:00—7:00 pm. 
$7, members 20% off. Registration and pre-payment re-
quired. 

http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp
http://www.highdesertmuseum.org/program

