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Officers Present 
Jean Drzyzgula  Chairperson 
Frank Graham  Vice Chairperson 
Dave Price  Secretary 
 
Council Members Present 
Thad Grudzien  Naturalist 
Deb Klotz  Admissions 
Steve Murray  Birds of Prey 
Jean Noosinow  Store/ Gallery Attendants 
Dave Stalker  Photography 
Sigrid Von Hurst BHTM 
 
Staff Present 
Dana Whitelaw  Executive Director 
Shannon Campbell Volunteer Coordinator 
Jon Nelson  Curator of Wildlife 
Chloe Tibert  Grant Writer 
Kyle Kosma  Graphic Designer 
 
Other Attendees 
Barbara Wagner Volunteer 
 
1. The VAC meeting was called to order by the chairperson at 2 pm in Classroom B.  
 
2. Staff Reports: 
 

a. Executive Director—Dana reported that the museum raised $540,000 during this year’s High 
Desert Rendezvous event last month.  The new energy exhibit titled Fueling the Future is now 
opened.  An exhibit of artwork created at Japanese internment camps during World War II will 
open in October.  In addition, the museum is planning an exhibit on the Burning Man Festival.  
That exhibit will open in January.  To help plan that effort, several members of the museum staff 
attended the festival this year. 

 
b. Curator of Wildlife—Jon Nelson updated the VAC on some of the wildlife team’s activities.  He 

said the team is looking for more volunteer interpreters to cover daily wildlife programs.  Jon 
noted that the biofact cart in the Desertarium is very popular.  The team is now planning to 
develop another cart for use at the otter enclosure.  The second cart will focus on ecosystems-
related items.  Jon is also working to rehabilitate a young eagle for release into the wild.  Several 
Oregon State University interns are helping with that project. 

 
c. Volunteer Coordinator—Shannon Campbell introduced Chloe Tibert and Kyle Kosma.  Chloe is 

the museum’s new grant writer and Kyle is the museum’s new graphic designer.  Both Chloe and 
Kyle briefly discussed their background.  Shannon said the museum has several other new 
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employees including Natalie Mosman, an Americorps intern; Sara Siestreem, the museum’s new 
art and engagement curator; and Miahna Corella, who will soon be joining the wildlife staff.  She 
also recognized to departed employees, James Allen and Jocelyn Moore, who were both short-
turn summer interns working with the wildlife, programs, and exhibits teams.  Shannon 
announced the next museum orientation class will be Thursday/19 September.  There will be a 
curator led tour of the new Fueling the Future exhibit on Tuesday/1 October.  The next Common 
Core training class is scheduled for Thursday/3 October starting at 9 am.  Finally, Shannon 
announced that she will be leaving the museum staff in mid-October.  She is taking a job with a 
local non-profit. 

 

3. Old Business:  There was no old business brought up at the meeting. 
  
4. New Business and New Ideas:  There was no new business brought up at the meeting.   
 
5. Team Lead Reports: 
 

a. Birds of Prey—Steve said the BoP team is looking for more volunteers.  He also reported that 
eagle training is going well.  The museum has a new red-tailed hawk in its collection, recently 
released from rehabilitation.  Finally, work on the new mews continues. 

 
b. BHTM—Sigrid said the BHTM team is moving into a new storage area.  The team is looking for 

new volunteers.  She reported that the wheels on the BHTM artifact carts have been repaired 
and now work much better.  She said the display cradleboard stand is heavy and hard to move.  
As a result, the team is discussing options for leaving the stand in place and only moving the 
cradleboard doll.  She said the new metal guardrail around the tipi is a big improvement from 
the old rope barrier. 

 
c. Photography—Dave Stalker said the photography team is doing well. 

 
d. Living History—Jean Drzyzgula reported that the blacksmith shop at the Miller Ranch is almost 

ready.  When it is done, it will demonstrate the activities of a traveling blacksmith.  Jean will be 
the blacksmith interpreter.  The first demonstration is planned for Saturday/5 October.  Frank 
announced that Father Christmas will be back at the museum on Saturday/14 December.  

 
e. Desertarium—Jean Drzyzgula said the staff is still training the bearded dragon and a skink.  The 

museum also has a new black widow spider.  The team is also looking for volunteers to work as  
interpreters at the desertarium biofact cart. 

 
f. Gallery Attendants—Jean Noosinow said she is planning a gallery guide team meeting on 1 

October after the curator led tour of the Fueling the Future exhibit. 

 
g. Silver Sage Store—Jean Noosinow said the store’s floor displays have been rearranged and look 

very nice.  She then passed around some store items including a stuffed toy bat, a stuffed otter 
toy with candy, a bug model, a big candy bar, meditation stones, a packet of huckleberry gummy 
bears, and a heavy shirt with a Bend community logo on the front. 

 
h. Naturalist—Thad said he will be unavailable for six weeks.  He still needs to find backfill 

interpreters for some of his daily programs.  He also reminded Nature Walk interpreters to turn 
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off the guide microphone when the walk is finished.  Finally, Thad said he would be changing the 
Nature Plants Table photograph panels from spring/summer to fall/winter on Monday/23 
September at around 1015. 

 
i. Admissions—Deb reminded everyone that the museum has a number of special admission 

programs.  These include the Blue Star Program, which provides free admissions for active duty 
military families; Museum and Me, an after-hours program for special needs visitors; Museum 
for All, which provides free admission for some members of the public; Desert Explorers, a free 
admission program sponsored by local libraries; and the Discovery Pass, an admission program 
for people with special needs.  There are also two free days and two senior free days every year.  
Finally, Deb reported that the admission desk sold over 11,000 tickets for the Raptors of the 
Desert Sky program this past summer.  This raised over $42,000 for the museum. 

 
7. Something Nice to Say about Someone or Something: 
 

a. Barbara wanted to commend the store for its new floor display arrangement.  
 

b. Frank recognized the facilities team for posting all the new locator and way-finding signs…they 
look nice! 

 
c. Shannon recognized Jean Noosinow for being selected this year’s Volunteer of the Year…well 

deserved recognition! 
 

d. Jean Drzyzgula congratulated Steve for being another volunteer award winner…well done Steve! 

 
e. Shannon thanked Heather Duchow for leading the VAC this past year. 

 
f. Finally, the entire VAC thanked Shannon for her outstanding support of museum volunteers.  

Everyone agreed Shannon will be missed! 

 
8. Reminder:  The next VAC meeting will be on Tuesday/15 October at 2 pm in the board room. 
 
9. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm. 
 
Dave Price 
VAC Secretary 


