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Desert Reflections: Water Shapes the West

Photos by Todd Cary, Siobhan Sullivan, & Stephanie Windlinx

Survive! The Oregon Trail Let’s Play!

Photos by Heather Duchow
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Introducing Becca Burda, Communications Manager
by Dave Gilbert, Newsletter Writer

Becca Burda claims dual citizenship: Wisconsin, where she was born in 1973,
and Oregon, where she grew up, went to school, is raising her own family.
Becca began work as the High Desert Museum’s communications manager in
July of last year. She says “it felt like coming home.”
Maybe it actually was. She came to Oregon at three weeks old, lived in Salem
for a couple of years, then Portland for a couple more. Otherwise, it was all about
Bend.
Yes, Becca is an abbreviation of Rebecca. But, she explains, her sister, Kristen,
two-and-a-half years older, “couldn’t quite spit out the entire name.” Becca stuck.
She also has a younger sister, Audrey.
There’s a softness to Becca’s features that suggests openness, friendliness. When
she smiles, a small indentation appears on her forehead. Her clothes are plain:
blacks, whites, knits, comfortable.
She describes her family as “lovely.” They all live in Bend. Her father, Joe,
“worked in the auto industry forever,” she says. “He’s our car guy,” retired now. Her mother, Jan, was “a
homemaker,” Becca says. “She just wanted family.”
Becca attended Jewel Elementary School, Cascade Middle School, and Bend High, graduating in 1991.
Four years later she graduated from Western Oregon University in Monmouth with a degree in Communication.
She moved to Portland because, “you never go back to your hometown,” she says, laughing. She wanted
to experience “the fun stuff.”
For 12 years, Becca worked in radio at “KEX, voice of the ‘Blazers, and KUFO rock radio.” But the industry was changing, and Becca moved on.
A friend opened the “Little-T” Bakery, and for the next three years, Becca baked pastries. Portland, too,
was changing, so in 2010, Becca came to “where I wanted to be.” Bend.
She went to work at the Sparrow Bakery, a “small, personal, French-style” place that she still loves. She
“bounced around” a bit but stuck with baking. She worked for Deschutes Brewery, which bakes its own bread
for its restaurant.
But being a baker takes a toll, she says, “you have to get up at 2 a.m. And I really wanted to get back into
communication.”
For a time, she worked for Whole Foods staging “community engagement events and activities.”
She met a snowboarder named David, who, she says, “chased the snow from Mammoth to Tahoe” before
ending up in Bend. He’s a Nebraska transplant and a graphic designer, who works for Premier Printing.
“I’m a mediocre skier,” she says. “He’s a very good snowboarder.” Her hands gesticulate to stress the
“very good.”
In 2012 Becca and David married at Lake Creek Lodge near Camp Sherman. They own a home near the
Bend hospital and “a mile from my folks.”
Four years ago they had a son, also named David.
“It’s like having five kids in one,” she says, laughing. “He’s headstrong. He’s giving me gray hairs. He’s
so much fun.”
If we had a band, we’d name it “Becca and the Two Daves.”
For the record, there are a few, mighty few, white strands in Becca’s dark hair.
“In the house with two Davids,” she says, “I call the little one Davy and the big one David.”
Now that snow sports are about done, the family is “getting out on our cargo bike quite a bit,” she says.
“Davy loves yelling at me to ‘Go Faster!’”
We also like taking him to the trails, “just all of us getting outside in nature.”
Next winter they hope to get Davy on skis or a snowboard.
When the High Desert Museum was looking for a new communications manager, Becca knew it was a job
she wanted.
She was no stranger to the Museum. She knew people who worked there; she had brought Davy to view
the exhibits. She immediately applied for the job, and got it.
A big part of her work deals with social media: Facebook, Instagram, Twitter. She produces the e-mail
newsletter.
“I love the museum,” she says with obvious feeling.
“Is the honeymoon over? No. I love it every day,” she says. “It’s my anchor.”
When she does feel the inevitable stress of the job, she says, “I take a break and go visit the otters.”
“This is home.”
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High Desert Museum Area Updates from June 2019
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

Living History—Linda Evans said the sawmill will
run on June 22 and it will run two other times this
year. They are in the process of organizing the blacksmith and wood shop to get ready for visitors. The
team has three seasonal employees—Isabelle Rice,
who has worked at the museum in past seasons; Stacy Louie, who previously worked at the Folsom
Powerhouse State Historic Park in California; and
Cate Carey, who is a school teacher. The teen volunteers are working at the Ranch now. They have all
gone through training, including safety training. Linda recently returned from a Living History conference in Toronto.
Collections—Nancy Horton said the three women
featured in the By Hand Through Memory gallery
digging for roots scene will be outfitted with new
dresses, moccasins, scarves, and belts. There is a lot
of work yet to do related to the updates in the gallery. The team is getting to know Sarah Baylinson
and they think she is really great. Her and Laura Ferguson plan to do a section of the inventory prior to
the volunteers. The spread sheet they will create will
help identify things that need additional work such
as new photographs of artifacts, etc.
Admissions/Greeters—Marge Trayser showed a
new plush otter that will be given to participants in
the Adopt an Animal program that give donations of
$50 and $150. This “eco-friendly” version features
no plastic and it has a sewn-on nose and eyes. The
otter will also wear a small, brightly-colored bandana.
There were 139 dads that were given free admission
to the museum on Father’s Day. Total admission on
that day was 578. School tours are over until the
school year begins again in the fall. Marge reminded
everyone that the museum will be closed on July 4.
Admissions are currently selling 50 tickets per day
for the raptor encounter. This will increase to a maximum number of 200 participants as the season progresses. There are kennels available for temporary
use in the front of the parking area. Visitors must
come in to Admissions and fill out a form that includes their phone number. They are then given a
key for the lock on a kennel.
A sensory bag was passed around. This Brain Break
Bag includes items for visitors who may have sensory issues. Some are disturbed by sounds and sights
and this bag includes tactile toys, crayons, paper, and
noise-cancelling headphones. A laminated sign language sheet is also included. Visitors check out these
bags to use while in the museum.
The Admissions/Greeter team needs a greeter for
Fridays.
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Birds of Prey— Steve Murray reported that all the
interns and seasonal staff have been hired. Volunteers will take a break from their work in BOP over
the summer. There may be special projects for volunteers later in the season. With all the recent hires,
staff members are currently working four and fiveday shifts, with more time off available. He also reported that work on the mews continues with lots of
welding left to do. The Raptors of the Desert Sky
program is going well. A new red-tailed hawk is
coming to the museum. There is currently one golden eagle on display, two in the Raptors of the Desert
Sky program, and one young female bird being rehabilitated for release into the wild. This is part of a
pilot program. The bobcat is doing well after being
moved off exhibit. No word yet on what will go into
her previous display space. Steve is now involved in
work as an otter attendant. Shannon put the word out
for 14 volunteers to work three-hour shifts and 16
expressed interest.
Photography—Heather Duchow said the team now
has batteries for the LED light panels to help with
lighting at events. The next team meeting is on August 6 at 1:00-2:00 pm.
Newsletter—Siobhan Sullivan said the team lost a
member who moved away from Bend. The team has
discussed taking two months off next year during the
summer months.
By Hand Through Memory—Sigrid von Hurst
mentioned how great it was that the museum put
money into renovating the teepee. It was dirty and
badly in need of repair. The rebuilt teepee looks
great.

Don’t Forget to Vote for the
Volunteer Recognition Awards!
Nominations to recognize volunteers in various categories will begin
on August 1, 2019. There will be paper
ballots and online voting opportunities.
You do not need to vote in every category. Please take the time to
acknowledge the work of volunteers on
your team and throughout the Museum.

PLEASE VOTE!
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Kudos Korner

by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

Several staff and volunteers were thanked for their work in June. Visiting children that participate in games
and activities at the Miller Family Ranch often buy things at the gift store related to the activities. Hoops and
sticks are popular as are bonnets. Volunteers working in the store often hear good comments about the fun the
kids have at the Ranch. Kudos to staff and volunteers working at the Miller Family Ranch!

Senior Day!
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July—Save the Date!
4

Independence Day. Museum closed.

6

Exhibit opening: Moon Country: Oregon and the Space Race.

12

Museum Event: Bat Walk. 8:00—9:00 pm. $10, Members
receive a 20% discount. RSVP and prepayment required.

13

Museum Event: Miller Ranch Sawmill Demonstration.
11:00 am—3:00 pm. Free with Museum admission.

13
14

Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am—2:00 pm.
Exhibit closing: Animal Journeys.

16

VAC meeting. 2:00 pm. All volunteers welcome!

19

Exhibit opening: Opening reception event: Art in the West.
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. No host bar. RSVP.

20

Exhibit opening: Art in the West.

August—Save the Date!
3

Museum Event: Museum & Me. 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Free for
individuals, friends, and family. RSVP.

9

Museum Event: Bat Walk. 8:00—9:00 pm. $10, Members
receive a 20% discount. RSVP and prepayment required.

10

Thorn Hollow String Band. 11:00 am—2:00 pm.

17

Exhibit event: Miller Ranch Sawmill Demonstration. 11:00
am—3:00 pm. Free with Museum admission.
No VAC meeting in August.

24

Museum Event: High Desert Rendezvous. 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm.
RSVP and prepayment required. Various pricing options available. Visit High Desert Rendezvous Registration for more details.

To RSVP: www.highdesertmuseum.org/rsvp
or call 541-382-4754. o pre-register:
www.highdesertmuseum.org/program

