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Greater Sage Grouse in Eastern Oregon 
by Raven Tennyson, Newsletter Writer 

 
     Through the vast open sagebrush desert of the Intermountain West, in 
the least expected places, greater sage grouse gather in leks, the breeding 
display grounds where they mate. Each year before the snow and heavy 
winds stop blowing and spring settles over the immense expanse of big 
sagebrush (Artemesia tridentata) these birds initiate a centuries-old ritual.  
     On full moon nights, the popping of the maleôs yellow ochre-colored air 
sacs can be heard in the night sky as his unique display echoes across the 
desert. Continuing through dawn, the male birds strut and display for the 
females and any rival males present.  
     Though numerous males may be present, only one or two males will win 
the right to mate.  

     Displaying at the leks begins in early March and lasts until the beginning of May. After breeding the fe-
males wander off into the sagebrush desert to set up bowl-shaped nests beneath the protective cover of dense 
sagebrush.  
     The female will lay 4 to 11 eggs and incubate them for 25 to 30 days. After the chicks hatch, they leave the 
nest area after two or three weeks. Initially they forage on insects, then the chicks switch to eating sagebrush 
sometime in the early fall. Unlike other birds, sage grouse do not have rocks in their gizzards and cannot eat 
seeds and nuts. These groups roam together until the fall, when the birds will split into winter flocks. Sage 
grouse have adapted to digesting poisonous monoterpenoids, a toxic substance in sagebrush leaves, so it does 
not affect the birds. The birds digest and concentrate the toxic substance into a black tar which is released when 
defecating. 
     Because of impacts caused by oil and gas drilling, habitat fragmentation, 
invasive plants, conversion of sagebrush into agriculture, and fires, the 
birdsô population has declined over time. In Oregon, sage grouse monitoring 
began over 80 years ago. Survey methods improved 40 years ago, and in 
1996, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) standardized 
their procedures. On the days between March 15 and April 30, ODFW or-
ganizes and conducts surveys with various state, federal, and private organi-
zations. 
     To help protect sage grouse numbers on private and public lands, the 
Sage Grouse Initiative was created. As stated in the Initiative, its purpose is 
ñto conserve at-risk wildlife on ranchlands through cooperation, incentives, 
and community support.ò 
     Launched in 2010, the Sage Grouse Initiative is a science-driven effort, partnering with ranchers to achieve 
wildlife conservation through sustainable ranching. For more details and information, visit 
www.sagegrouseinitiative.com. 
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Bronze Sculpture Bingo 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

 
     I visited the Museum earlier this month to try my hand at Bronze 
Sculpture Bingo. There are dozens of sculptures at the Museum hidden 
away in its nooks and crannies. Sixteen of those sculptures are featured 
in this new game. Visitors can pick up the one-page game board 
handout at the entrance desk. Then the hunt begins. 
     This game encourages visitors to walk around the Museum and its 
grounds. Several sculptures are outside while others are inside the 
buildings. To make it more challenging, the photos on the game board 
only show parts of the sculptures. See the example at the bottom of this 
page. 
     The sixteen featured sculptures are of animals, and it helps if you 
know a little bit about animal anatomy to find them. After wandering 
the grounds for nearly an hour, I was glad to find every one of the fea-

tured sculptures. The next time you visit the Museum, consider trying to find them as well. 
     During Spring Break, participants who found a Bingo row horizontally, vertically, or diagonally received a 
cup of cocoa from the Caf®. Perhaps future participants could get rewarded with a passport-type stamp, sticker, 
or treat. 
     Bronze Sculpture Bingo is a wonderful way to engage visitors. The Museum is lucky to have so many 
beautiful pieces of artwork in its collection. This simple game brings several of those treasures to the publicôs 
attention. 
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