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Introducing Leslie Seidel, Human Resources Director and Volunteer Coordinator
by Dave Gilbert, Newsletter Writer

Leslie Seidel came to the High Desert Museum at one of its most challenging
times. It was also one of its most encouraging times. Her job as the Human Resources
Director and Volunteer Coordinator put her in the middle of both.
The challenge, of course, was the COVID-19 pandemic. The encouragement came
when the High Desert Museum was named one of the best museums in the country.
The Museum was closed to guests for an extended period. That gave the staff and
volunteers time to reevaluate priorities. Some left. Many stayed. The pandemic also
invited an examination of strengths and weaknesses in the Museum itself.
Leslie was on the phone, but waved me into her office, indicating a seat at a small
table. She completed her call and joined me. Her smile is warm, welcoming.
Leslie is a California native. She grew up in the mountain village of Lake Arrowhead where she came to love and find peace in nature. Leslie later moved to Santa
Barbara and the Bay Area. She fell naturally into human resources studying at San
Francisco State and Pacifica College.
Contributed photo
Leslie worked in the Bay Area for 15 years doing a wide variety of jobs. “I was a
hospice worker and bereavement counselor.” At one point, she supervised 250 hospice
volunteers offering a wide variety of services. Leslie introduced the use of volunteer dogs that would go in to
visit hospice patients.
She met and married Kap, a landscape designer. They have a child, Luke, who is now seven “and is our
joy.”
Leslie’s parents retired to the Terrebonne area, so it seemed natural to look north.
They visited Bend and “we fell in love with the place.”
“I wanted my son to grow up like I did,” Leslie says, “finding comfort in nature.”
They settled in the Boyd Acres area, and Leslie became active in the Homeowners Association.
Kap hopes to become a counselor and pursues his studies while staying home with Luke.
As often as possible “the family enjoys the water,” Leslie says. “We have a variety of flotation devices. If
there’s water, we get in it.”
“It’s working,” she says, “Luke loves the outdoors as much as Kap and I do.”
In her position at the Museum, Leslie quickly became impressed with the “exceptional staff and volunteers.”
“And we need to get rid of Volgistics,” she says. “It’s difficult and frustrating to navigate for both the volunteers and staff.” Once the replacement is up and running, the new site will contain information on volunteer
opportunities, who has been trained in what areas, and be user friendly. It will contain information on what the
High Desert Museum needs. Leslie hopes for an August launch of the new system, and she hopes it will make
volunteering at the High Desert Museum easier.

Dam It! Beavers and Us Exhibition
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor

I’m always on the lookout for beavers when walking the river trails in the Old Mill District. I listen for the
sound of a tail slapping the water and search for the silhouette of a rounded head breaking the water’s surface.
Why look for beavers next to a shopping area? Because these industrious creatures found an ideal spot to build
a lodge there. I’ve always wanted to know more about beavers, so I visited the Museum’s Dam It! Beavers and
Us exhibition.
This multimedia interactive exhibit offers visitors the
opportunity to learn all about the North American beaver, Castor canadensis. Tall, cutout panels representing
forest trees divide the room. Dappled light shines onto
the imaginary forest floor. A re-creation of a beaver dam
is tucked into a corner for kids to explore. In another
corner, a large box suspended from a parachute drifts
towards the ground—more on that later. An Oregon
flag, featuring a beaver, flutters against a wall near the
entrance. Video featuring the important connection of
beavers with Native Americans plays in another section.
A colorful animation featuring the life cycle of beavers
plays on a large screen on the back wall.
In the center of the room, displays of articulated skeletons, fossils, and beaver-chewed trees draw your attention. One skeleton shows a North American beaver,
while the other shows a giant beaver, Castoroides. As its
name implies, the giant beaver was much larger than present day beavers. The extinct giant beaver weighed
198 to 276 pounds, while modern beavers weigh 24 to 71 pounds. Dramatic changes in the landscape after the
Ice Age may have led to this large mammal’s demise during the Pleistocene era.
In the more recent past, beavers have played an important part in Native
American culture. The Blackfeet Nation considers beaver to be one of the three
original animals. They played a key role in the distribution of water and land.
Beavers also taught people how to be moral. Though many tribes traded skins
with settlers, Blackfeet chose not to because of beaver’s cultural importance.
They celebrated beavers in a ceremony called the “Beaver Bundle”, an event
passed down through generations.
In the late 1800s, things changed for North American beavers when European
demand for their skins skyrocketed. They used beaver skins in creating hats and
other products. The mercurous nitrate used in curing felt for hats led to the term
“mad as a hatter” because of the chemical’s toxic side effects.
Because of high demand, beavers were overtrapped and prime habitat was destroyed. Beaver populations plummeted. One of the contributing factors was the
Hudson Bay Company’s (HBC) decision to destroy beaver populations “as fast as
possible” to discourage westward migration from American competitors. In the
period from 1823 to 1841, HBC intended to make the Snake River territory a “fur
desert.”
By the end of the 19th century, perceptions of beavers changed
and conservation efforts began. In the 1920s, they moved beavers to
areas where they lived in the past. Scientists recognized the value of
the beaver in wetland habitat management.
We know beavers as one of nature’s engineers. The ponds and
channels they create support diverse flora and fauna. As the effects of
climate change increase, these sites serve as important refuges from
wildfire, and they also help reduce flooding.
The exhibit highlights the stream channels beavers help create
around rivers in two large-scale images. One features an enhanced
image taken near Sunriver. The many abandoned braided channels
around the Little Deschutes River stand out in this picture. The other
picture, of the Willamette River, uses LiDAR imagery to show the
stream channels that existed over the last 12,000 years.
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This exhibition features several examples of current work involving beavers.
In 2016, in Birch Creek, Idaho, five beavers released near the creek enhanced
the habitat. Rare Bonneville cutthroat trout populations increased after the introduction. The Tulalip Tribes, in Washington State, relocated beaver to
streams on treaty lands as part of their watershed management program. Other
tribes plan to follow their lead. In Oregon, biologists created Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) on East Fork Beech Creek and Bridge Creek. These artificial
dams established habitat for beavers and fish populations have rebounded.
Back to the box suspended from a parachute mentioned earlier in this article.
Why is this box featured in the exhibit? In the 1940s, wildlife agencies dropped
beavers from planes in crates designed to open on impact. This method helped
re-establish beaver populations in remote areas.
There is one more
item of interest to mention in this exhibit. Did
you notice the bottles of
alcohol in the display
case on the left side of
this photo? Those bottles contain Eau de Musc whiskey. Tamworth Distilling flavors this whiskey with
castoreum, an oily substance from castor sacs located
under a beaver’s tail. The distillery notes its “bright
and fruit qualities (raspberry) and rich leathery notes
along with creamy vanilla aroma.” Would you care to
make a toast to beavers with a glass of this? I’ll leave
that decision up to you, but we should celebrate this
engaging exhibit for teaching us more about our remarkable state animal.
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2021
August
12—15

Weekend Workshop: Playa Writing Intensive LOST IN
PLACE begins. 5:00—9:00 pm. $700; register with $350
payment. Register here. For more information, contact
info@writingranch.com .

28

Museum event: Virtual High Desert Rendezvous. 7:00—
8:00 pm. RSVP here.
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