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In the Still of the Night 
by Imelda A. Cerillo, Newsletter Writer 

 

“I remember  
That night in May 
The stars were bright above” 
 

                                        In the Still of the Night 
by The Five Satins 

           

     When I first set foot in Sisters, Oregon, I wondered aloud… why are there no 
lights along the highways? The roads looked so dark and dangerous. Then we lived 
in Sisters, and my perspective changed. One dark and starry night in May, I went out 
and was in awe at, what to me, was an awakening. The stars looked so close that I 
stretched out my arm in an effort to touch the velvety sky! Still, I did not understand. 
While the human in me was awed, that was all it meant, an awesome state of wonder 
that makes Sisters a tourist destination. The city of Sisters was presented as “the 
town of tiny lights and dark skies.” Would that Van Gogh were alive today to paint 
the stars of Sisters and have a happier sequel for his The Starry Night. 
     However, the grandeur was not in the skies of Sisters alone; in fact, the whole of 
Central Oregon drew people from all over because of the beauty of its night sky, a 
twinkling display of stars, planets, and constellations. It never dawned on me that 
this beauty could be lost because of light pollution or the inappropriate or excessive 
use of artificial light. I thought no one could take away the sky and the stars. Sadly, 
the beauty that drew people to Central Oregon may very well be the very cause of its 
loss. 

     As more people discovered the beauty of Central Oregon, its wildlife, its night 
skies, what, in the beginning was a mere tourist destination for them became the 
place where they decided to settle. Thus, what before were empty spaces less than 
seven years ago, are now filled with houses that mushroomed so close to each other, 
driving away most of the wildlife and threatening the night skies.  
     Dark skies should be protected, not for their beauty alone, but because it affects 
us all. Cities at Night notes that for “three billion years, life on Earth existed in a 
rhythm of light and dark that was created solely by the illumination of the Sun, 
Moon, and stars. Now, artificial lights overpower the darkness and our cities glow at 
night, disrupting the natural day-night pattern and shifting the delicate balance of 
our environment.”  
     On April 16, 2022, the High Desert Museum opened its Vanishing Night: Conserving Dark Skies in the 
High Desert. Earlier this year, on February 23, members of Sisters’ High School Astronomy Club presented to 

the Sisters City Council data highlighting the increase in light pollution 
of Sisters’ dark skies, and the importance of protecting those skies. 
Who would have thought the vast skies needed protecting and that hu-
mans could even destroy the night?  
     Light pollution is found to have these negative effects as shown by 
the Vanishing Night exhibit in vivid colors:  
• Increasing energy consumption  
• Disrupting the ecosystem and wildlife  
• Harming human health  
• Effecting crime and safety  
      

 
 
 

Photo by Kris Kristovich 

https://citiesatnight.org/light-pollution/
https://nuggetnews.com/Content/Current-News/Current-News/Article/Sisters-youth-want-to-save-dark-skies/5/5/31871?s=1


     The 2016 World Atlas of Artificial Night Sky Brightness notes “80 percent of 
the world’s population lives under skyglow. In the United States  
and Europe, 99 percent of the public can’t experience a natural night.”     
     Deschutes County has an Outdoor Lighting Ordinance, and the City of Sisters 
has Dark Skies Standards which provide guidelines to help maintain safe and effi-
cient lighting without illuminating the skies. However, most people are not aware 
of, or just refuse, to comply. Unfortunately, these ordinances and standards appear 
to be mere suggestions, as there are no penalties for infractions.  
     The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) is a nonprofit whose mission is 
to raise awareness among the public and promote policies about the importance of 
dark skies and its protection. According to IDA, light pollution is increasing 
worldwide at twice the rate of global population growth, but light pollution, unlike 
many other forms of pollution, is reversible. As more humans become aware that 
light pollution exists, we may still save our night skies. Humans can be made 
aware of the beauty of the night sky only if they can see the night skies. Thus, 

public exhibits like the High Desert Museum’s Vanishing Night, which educate through vivid pictures can be a 
highly effective medium and should be encouraged. As I sauntered through the exhibit, I noticed that while 
some were curious why I was taking pictures, and a few were genuinely interested, most were not even paying 
attention. Public awareness is key! I can’t imagine our entire planet illuminated only by artificial light with the 
starry night sky gone. 
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In the Still of the Night—continued 

                            Writer Dave Gilbert Retires 

     Long-time contributor, Dave Gilbert, recently announced he will 

retire from his work as a newsletter writer. Over the years, his pro-

file articles have helped us get to know volunteers and staff working 

at the Museum. Dave wrote of their work, but also included interest-

ing facts about their past jobs, hobbies, and family. We are so grate-

ful for the time and effort he put into this job. You can read profiles 

written by Dave and other Newsletter Team members here. 

https://www.deschutes.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/770/outdoor_lighting_-_frequesntly_asked_questions.pdf
https://www.ci.sisters.or.us/community-development/page/dark-skies-standards
https://www.darksky.org/
http://www.hdm-gems.net/wordpress/staff-and-volunteer-profile-book/
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Imagine a World Exhibition 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

 
     The Imagine a World exhibition focuses on past and present efforts to 
create utopian communities. Participants joined for assorted reasons, in-
cluding religious persecution, environmental concerns, and anti-war senti-
ments. 
     The communities featured are in the Western United States. Founding 
members often thought of the West as an idyllic, “empty” place to settle. 
However, they did not always consider who was already living in these 
environments. 
 
Indigenous Futurism 
     As you enter the gallery, two life-sized astronauts suspended in front of 

a bold painting of bison catch your eye. Two bright paintings adorn the walls next to this display. These works 
represent Indigenous futurism. They highlight how important cosmology, science, and futurism have been to 
Native peoples. Grace Dilon, Ph.D. (Anishinaabe) states that Indigenous futurism is part of the process of 
“returning to ourselves.” The goal is to recover “ancestral traditions in order to adapt in our post-Native Apoc-
alypse world.” 

 
Eco-Laboratories  
     In 1970, Italian American architect Paolo Soleri began constructing Arcosanti. It’s a 
small, shared space community integrated into the landscape. This Phoenix, Arizona 
community combines elements of architecture and ecology.  
     In 1991, Biosphere 2 attempted to determine if people could live self-sufficiently 
within an enclosed ecosystem. The eight participants lived within a 3.14-acre glass en-
closure in Oracle, Arizona. However, after 16 months, oxygen 
levels fells dangerously low. There were also problems with 
food supply and tension among the residents. The experiment 
didn’t meet its goals, but the current owners, the University of 
Arizona, continue conducting research at the site.  
     Earthship Biotecture uses recycled construction materials to 
create energy efficient, self-sustaining homes. For example,  

they built walls from tires rammed with earth. Houses often include solar energy. Resi-
dents collect rainfall from their roofs and use recycled gray water to water their gardens. 
During the pandemic, interest in living in self-sustaining homes increased dramatically. 
A recent news story referred to the Earthship concept as a “conspiracy of enlighten-
ment.” 

 
Utopian communities 
     At the back of the gallery, a photograph of a colorful bus hangs on a rain-
bow painted wall. This display features the Hog Farm community. Original 
members took care of pigs on a California farm in exchange for rent. The 
group provided security at Woodstock and, after describing their community 
to concertgoers, the commune scene blossomed. Hog Farm members currently 
live on a 700-acre ranch in Northern California. First established in the 1960s, 
it is the “longest running hippie commune.” A short 
film, The Hog Farm Movie, is available on iTunes. 
     Drop City was a back-to-the-land community in 

Trinidad, Colorado. It’s described as the “first rural hippie commune.” This commu-
nity, created in 1965, included geodesic domes using designs popularized by Buck-
minster Fuller. A small geodesic dome is part of the exhibition at the Museum. For-
mer member John Vurl noted how this community attempted to “withdraw energy 
from the old system and use it to reshape society and the world.” Members learned 
it’s hard to break out of established systems and the community disbanded by 1973. 
The documentary, Drop City, is available for free viewing on the video streaming ser-
vice, Kanopy. 

https://biosphere2.org/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/earthships-self-sustaining-homes-climate-change/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hog_Farm
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/the-hog-farm-movie/id1466897546?mt=6&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://www.westword.com/news/drop-city-americas-boldest-most-far-out-commune-left-a-surprising-legacy-6739416
file:///D:/Documents/HDV%20Newsletters%20by%20Year/HDV2022/Drop%20City
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There are several interactive displays in the center of the exhibit space. Green, mo-
tion sensitive signs around the gallery give visitors more info with a wave of the hand. 

 
     The exhibition also features the community of Rajneeshpuram. You can’t 
miss the Rolls-Royce Silver Spur parked near the entrance. Their leader, 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, used a car like this, one of ninety-three he owned. In 
1981, this religion-based group selected a site in the “empty” West near Ante-
lope, Oregon. Their version of utopia included shopping malls, fire depart-
ments, a police station, an airstrip, and an organic farm. The community also 
included water conservation and recycling programs. 
     A large display case shows memorabilia from the community. Images of the 
Bhagwan decorate postcards, a fan, necklace, and meditation booklet. Another 
booklet refers to the site as an “oasis.” 

     As you can see by the items creatively displayed in the Rolls-Royce’s trunk, 
the locals were not happy with people taking over their community. A bumper 
sticker reads, “Save an antelope; Bag a Bhagwan.” A printed T-shirt reads 
“Nuke the Guru.” There’s even a fly swatter with “Bhagwan Swatter” engraved 
on the handle. 
     The Rajneeshpuram members’ attempts at taking over Wasco County esca-
lated. Followers changed the names of Antelope’s streets and took over the lo-
cal school. In 1984, the followers poisoned potential voters with salmonella 
sprinkled onto salad bars in The Dalles, the county seat. This was the beginning of the end for Rajneeshpuram. 
Wild Wild Country, a limited series on Netflix, describes this short-lived community. 
     The Imagine a World exhibition will be at the Museum through September 25, 2022. 

 
 

Fun Fact: Did you ever wonder what happened to the buildings when followers aban-
doned Rajneeshpuram? Three of the greenhouses are in my next-door neighbor’s yard. 
Once home to a successful tomato growing business, they now serve as temporary 
shelter for our resident mule deer herd. 

      

Imagine a World— continued 
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Newsletter Writers Wanted 

     The Newsletter Team is looking for 

additional writers. Would you like to share 

what you’ve seen in High Desert Museum 

events and exhibitions? Perhaps you’d like 

to share an article related to Central Ore-

gon history, the natural world, or culture. 

Get your work in print and on the web. 

Flexible hours working at your own  pace. If you’re interested, please 

send a one to two-page example of your writing to the Newsletter 

Team at siobhansullivan100@gmail.com. 
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https://www.netflix.com/title/80145240
http://www.hdm-gems.net/wordpress/newsletter-archive/
mailto:siobhansullivan100@gmail.com
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2 Natural History Pub Event: Discovering Oregon’s Owyhee Canyonlands.7:00—8:00 pm. Doors 
open at 5:30 pm. McMenamins Old St Francis School, 700 NW Bond St., Bend. Free. RSVP here. 

8 Museum Event: Mother’s Day. Free admission for all mothers. 9:00 am—5:00 pm. 

8 Exhibition closing: X-ray Fishes Inside Out. 

14 Museum Event: 1904 Melodrama-RAMA. 11:00 am—1:15 pm. Free with Museum admission. 

14 Museum Event: Women in the West Weekend: Stories and Poetry of Western Women with Kathy 
Moss. 7:00—8:30 pm. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Café open. $10, members receive 20% discount. 
RSVP here. 

15 Museum Event: Women in the West Weekend: Shaping and Making Custom Cowboy Hats with 
Lisa Robinson. 2:00—4:00 pm. Free with Museum admission. 

21 Museum Event: Birding for Breakfast. 7:00—9:00 am. Doors open at 6:30 am. $15, members 
receive 20% discount. RSVP here. Prepayment required. 

23 Exhibition opening: Kids Curate: The Power of Process. 

27 Museum Event: High Desert Museum 40th Celebration. 6:30—9:00 pm. Free, space is limited. 
RSVP here. 

28 Exhibition opening: Lair: Light and the Art of Stephen Hendee. 

30 Summer programs begin. 9:00 am—5:00 pm daily. 

  To RSVP or register, click link next to event description or call 541-382-4754. 

https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/natural-history-pub-may/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/women-in-the-west/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/birding-for-breakfast/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/40th-celebration/

