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The 20-Dollar Art Show, A Priceless Experience 
by Andrea Stuart, Newsletter Writer 

 
     When Bend artist Jill Duquette learned about the 20-Dollar 
Art Show at the High Desert Museum, she was apprehensive 
about participating but signed up anyway. “I just wasn’t sure any
-one would be interested in my work. But I thought, ‘what’s the 
worst that could happen?’” says Duquette. She sold seven pieces 
in 2021, which emboldened her to enter in 2022. 
     After giving up horseback riding 
for health reasons about a decade ago, 
Duquette took up watercolors at the 
encouragement of her mother, also an 
artist. Her art has since expanded into 
mixed media with acrylics. Her favor-
ite explorations of the canvas include 

the use of WD40 with Mod Podge and a heat gun. “The WD40 reacts with the heat 
and paint giving a three-dimensional look. It’s wild and unpredictable like life,” she 
adds. 

     At 65, Duquette says much of her inspiration comes 
from nature. Often incorporating plant, wildlife and 
“found objects” into her work, Duquette aims to bring her experiences to life on the 
canvas. “There are times I’m watching the trees… their auras. I think, ‘it’s not just 
a tree,’ and I want others to see it,” says Duquette. The 20-Dollar Art Show was her 
first opportunity to share these creative insights with an audience. 
     Conceptualized in 2013 by cofounders Stuart Breidenstein and Abby Dubief, the 
20-Dollar Art Show is rooted in accessibility. It serves as an inclusive celebration of 
diversity and artistic expression in which anyone can participate regardless of expe-
rience level.  
     Dubief says it can be intimidating assigning oneself the title of “artist.” With this 
show, you don’t have to be a professional artist to submit. You don’t need name 
recognition. “It’s one thing to be creative, and another to then sell that work,” says 

Dubief. “Making that jump can be incredibly difficult, and frequently you don’t even know where to start.” 
This show bridges that gap for people. 
     “At a traditional gallery show, an artist is obligated to hover around their work, making chitchat about their 
inspiration, influences, process, all of that,” adds Breidenstein. “Here, you just turn over your work to us and 
come back afterwards for your money.”  
     The only people who know the artist’s names are often just the buyers. That’s because the artists are re-
quired to put their name on the back, but signing the front is optional, making it a low-stakes gamble. “This 
show has always been about pushing yourself creatively and hav-
ing a fun excuse to try something new,” adds Dubief. 
     The event’s popularity is evidenced by its growth and partner-
ship with the High Desert Museum. Since its first year, the event 
has grown dramatically from an exhibit of 60 pieces by a dozen 
artists. At that time, each piece was hung in one day on a single 
20-foot brick wall. This year, the show required a team of people 
to hang over 2,800 pieces (1,600 of which sold on opening night) 
by 155 artists over multiple days. Opening night is also now a 
highly anticipated ticketed event, attracting 20-Dollar Art Show 
collectors. “We love to see pics of people’s ‘20-Dollar Art 
Walls,’” says Breidenstein. 

The Inner Streams of Our Mind 
by Jill Duquette. Mixed media on 
canvas. 

Flying Dragon by Jill Duquette. 
Mixed media on canvas. 
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     Although the event has changed over the years, the 
foundation remains in place. Breidenstein and Dubief re-
ceive positive feedback from artists and buyers about the 
non-traditional approach to the show because it opens a 
lot of possibilities for artists. The 20-Dollar Art Show isn’t 
juried (judged). It doesn’t take a cut, allowing artists to 
keep 100 percent of their sales. And the entry fee is just 
$20, making it a low financial risk for artists like Du-
quette. This is equally beneficial for buyers who buy one-
of-a-kind art inexpensively. 
     Given today’s econom-
ic climate—cost of living 
across the board is much 
higher than it was in 2014 

when the 20-Dollar Art Show officially kicked off—the creators are consider-
ing changes, such as increasing the price of art to compensate for the in-
creased costs of art supplies. The intention is to inspire continued participa-
tion “Otherwise, we think artists will begin to lose interest. So, 2023 might be 
the last year in the show’s current iteration,” shares Breidenstein.  
     The event needs to evolve in order to survive, but Dubief and Breidenstein 
don’t plan to make any big structural changes to how the event operates. 
     Duquette, who is already working on pieces for next year, is grateful for 
the show and plans to support it in any way it is presented. “I get so much sat-
isfaction knowing that someone finds joy in my work, and I have a way of 
sharing it,” she concludes. 
 
For more information about the 20-Dollar Art Show, visit 
www.brightplacegallery.com. 

Photos by Todd Cary, Jill Duquette, & Siobhan Sullivan 

Meet Our New North American River Otter! 

Photos by John Williams 

20-Dollar Art Show—continued 

http://www.brightplacegallery.com
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Survival Architecture and the Art of Resilience Exhibition 
by Siobhan Sullivan, Newsletter Editor 

 
     This exhibition combines the ideas of artists, scientists and engi-
neers in designing future human shelters. The focus is on challenges 
and changes to our environment. Innovative high- and low-tech de-
signs focus on circular, portable, visionary and resiliency themes.  
     Randy Jayne Rosenberg, curator of this exhibition, explains the four 
themes in more detail: 
Circular—the importance of creating structures made of materials that 
can be used and reused indefinitely 
Portable—the ability to create easily moveable and nomadic dwellings 
Visionary—forward-thinking ideas that can radically change the way 
we think about shelter 
Resilient—structures that can adapt to adverse and dynamic circum-
stances 

     When you enter the gallery, the Cardborigami piece by Tina Hovsepian draws your eyes. This two-person 
cardboard shelter reflects aspects of the themes. A tentlike structure hangs overhead, 
demonstrating the portability theme. Nearby, a mannequin wrapped in an expandable 
coat stands ready for action.      

     In a world increasingly affected by climate 
change, the intensity of disasters is hard to pre-
dict. Coastal communities will flood more often 
while droughts affect others. We must adapt and 
be resilient to survive. This exhibition shows us 
flexible options to thrive during turbulent times. 
     Photographs throughout the gallery show tem-
porary, and more permanent, shelters. In 2015, a 
7.8 magnitude earthquake in Nepal killed 8,000 
people in minutes. Poor construction of existing 

houses contributed to this loss of life. They must erect shelters quickly after such dis-
asters. The exhibition features pictures of different shelters. 
     Stark photographs from New Orleans show what hurricane Katrina left in its path. 
This 2014 event displaced 300,000 people and killed 1,800. Several factors contribut-
ed to these losses, including failures in preparedness, existing poverty, political cor-
ruption, poor oversight of government support and improper wetland management 
practices. 
     Other communities use innovative ideas to fight things like gun violence. Culiacan, 
Mexico, gave coupons for appliances and electronics in exchange for guns. A steam 
roller crushed the guns and locals fashioned them into shovels. The community used 
those shovels to plant 1,527 trees. 
     Several walls feature photographs and artwork that look like they came from a science fiction novel. Vi-
sionary artists offered their ideas of strange new worlds as potential realities. This exhibition reminds us to 
plan for the future and keep our minds open to change.       

Photos by Siobhan Sullivan 
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Agenda/Award Awardee 

COVID Champion Linda Church 

COVID Champion Thad Grudzien (absent) 

COVID Champion Kelly Hazen 

COVID Champion Deb Klotz 

COVID Champion Dave Price 

COVID Champion Marge Trayser 

2022 Seasonal Volunteer of the Year Martha Henderson (absent) 

2022 Dynamic Duo Gigi & Tom Kjos 

2022 Behind the Scenes Volunteer Torree Abrams 

2022 Rookie of the Year Laurie McCaskill 

2022 Teen Volunteer of the Year Evie Neville 

2021 Volunteer of the Year Marge Trayser 

2022 Volunteer of the Year Cara Strever 

2022 Director’s Award Aldine Thornton 

Volunteer Recognition Dinner 
 

     The following volunteers were recognized at the Volunteer Recognition event on November 3, 2022. Con-
gratulations to all of you! 
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Winter Nights at the Museum 

 

     Join us after hours to see the latest exhibitions and enjoy a night 
out. Rimrock Café will be open for folks to grab a brew or bite. The 
Museum store, Silver Sage Trading, will also be open with winter 
sales, but outdoor exhibitions will be closed. Café and store close at 
7:00 pm. 
     The following activities will take place at the Museum from 
4:00—7:30 pm. Follow calendar links on last page of newsletter for 
more information on each event. 
 
 
  December 1  Welcome to Winter 

  December 8  Sugar Cookie Shindig 

  December 15  College Night 

  December 22  Solstice Social 

  December 29  Après Snow 
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2022 2022 

 
High Desert Museum 
59800 S. Highway 97 
Bend, OR 97702 

 December 2022 

1 Museum Event: Winter Nights: Welcome to Winter. 
4:00–7:30 pm. Members free, guests $10, 12 and under 
$6. More information here. 

5 Natural History Pub: Tracking Poachers. 7:00–8:00 
pm. Doors open at 5:30 pm. Free. McMenamins Old St 
Francis School, 700 NW Bond St., Bend. RSVP here. 

8 Museum Event: Winter Nights: Sugar Cookie Shindig. 
4:00–7:30 pm. Members free, guests $10, 12 and under 
$6. More information here. 

15 Museum Event: Winter Nights: College Night. 4:00–
7:30 pm. Members free, guests $10, 12 and under $6. 
More information here. 

17 Exhibition Opening: Under the Snow. 

22 Museum Event: Winter Nights: Solstice Social. 4:00–
7:30 pm. Members free, guests $10, 12 and under $6. 
More information here. 

25 Museum closed. Happy Holidays! 

29 Museum Event: Winter Nights: Après Snow. 4:00–7:30 
pm. Members free, guests $10, 12 and under $6. More 
information here. 

  To RSVP or register, click the link next to the event 
description or call 541-382-4754. 

https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/winter-nights-dec1/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/natural-history-pub-december/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/winter-nights-dec8/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/winter-nights-dec15/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/winter-nights-dec22/
https://highdesertmuseum.org/events/winter-nights-dec29/

